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THE MANAGEMENT AND 
STAFF OF GOLIATH'S AND THE 
TEXAS LOUNGE 


Express their sincere thanks for the great support shown by 
our local, provincial and national communities in dealing with 
recent events. 


Goliath's has commenced operations as of 
Thursday, January 23, 2003 at 4:00 pm. 


: Open 24 hrs. 7 Days a week 
Memberships are required for Goliath's Sauna 


Texas Lounge open 7 days 11 pm - 2 am 


(403) 229-0911 


We haven't thrown i in 
the towel yet! 


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Institutionalizing love 


By David Crosson 


Love and marriage, love and marriage 
They go together like a horse and carriage 
This | tell you, brother 


You can’t have one without the other 


Hmmmm... Did anyone ever think to ask the horse how 
it felt about that arrangement? This particular slice of song 
reminds me of Gloria Steinem’s now-famous “a woman needs 
“a man about as much as a fish needs a bicycle” state- 
ment—and, really, when was the last time that anyone saw a trout enjoying a spin on a 
ten-speed? Perhaps it’s time to cut that horse loose and see just where it takes us. All 
of us. | ama firm believer that love and marriage are no more mutually inclusive as they 
are exclusive, and that regardless of how one approaches the matter, the true meaning of 
this grand old institution will always remain as mysterious as that of life itself. 


In light of the developments in the Alberta Legislature late in 2002, the issue of gay 
marriage is more timely now than ever before. Or is it? 


At cocktail parties throughout the festive season and into the new year, the topic 
invariably cropped up, most often broached by eager-looking longterm couples or appar- 
ently bitter single folks well in their cups. No matter the setting or circumstance of these 
discussions, the common denominator was confusion: do-we-want-it-do-we-need-it-do- 
we-already-kind-of-have-it? Unfortunately, the answers to these questions are as 
individual as the people who ask them. Quite honestly, in my estimation, the idea of gay 
marriage is absurd. But no more so than the idea of straight marriage. If this was a film, 
we'd cut to a scene of that unbridled horse wandering into uncharted territory—but 
that’s another subject altogether. 


Not so very long ago, Vancouver Centre MP Hedy Fry drew both fire and praise for 
her refusal at the time to “champion the cause’”—primarily because, after doing a bit of 
research, she wasn’t so certain that same-sex marriage was what her gay and lesbian 
constituents truly wanted. After all, was it really necessary—or even prudent—to 
embrace an institution that, in this modern age, proved successful for the mainstream 
only about fifty percent of the time? 


Gay or straight, commitment of any kind is a big responsibility and not something to 
be taken lightly. In many cases, gays and lesbians have been in the vanguard of recognizing 
(sometimes with brutal honesty) the fluidity of realistic commitment, particularly in the 
long run. In relationships open and closed, live-in and live-out, we have accepted that 
physical attraction and intimate contact are only a portion of what creates a partnership. 
Sex is not that be-all and end-all of any relationship, no matter how dedicated or how 
fleeting. So what is it, then, that makes us want to commit ourselves to building a life with 
another person, exclusively or “almost so”? More importantly, what is it that makes us 
crave recognition of this endeavour from the outside? 


Those who do recognize and respect our commitment ceremonies (and the partners, 
lifemates, lovers, spouses and longtime companions that result) will continue to do so 
with or without the backing of the powers that be. Those who do not will dismiss gay 
marriage—and any other perceived “gains” in equality—as mere play-acting, the aping of 
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a so-called “normal” lifestyle. 


| think | can say with some degree of certainty that the concept of “traditional” same- 
sex nuptials will always have its share of jeerleaders and cheerleaders within the commu- 
nity. |, for one, do not think | am—or will ever be—‘“the marrying kind” (that is, unless 
that lovely lunkhead from Joe Millionaire volunteers to be my “bitch”). | also, however, 
know a great number of people who do fit the profile, couples who have decided that 
their feelings for one another can only be validated 100 percent with that piece of paper 
and the approval of their government and/or the church of their choosing. Does this 
matter to me as an individual? No, not necessarily—but as a member of a larger and 
somewhat recognizable community | think it does in the sense of the “greater good”. Just 
because it does not apply to my own particular set of circumstances does not make the 
issue an insignificant one. 


Obviously, gay and lesbian marriage is more a matter of societal validation than one 
of his’n’his/hers’n’hers towels or same-sex cake figurines. To some it is the last step in 
true equality, regardless of who shares their enthusiasm for the institution; to others it is 
the final frontier of assimilationist sell-out. At a time of year when many of us examine 
and celebrate the relationships we have established—or would like to establish—we 
must also acknowledge that, as a culture or sub-culture, we all interact (love, lust, etc.) in 
very different ways. We can’t know for certain if one path is better than another; after 
all, we plot our various courses in life based on a number of contributing factors. With 
that in mind, though, it’s important to remember that even if you are not headed the same 
way as some of the other people you encounter over the course of your life, it’s still nice 
to wish them well on their journey. 


We'd like to hear what you have to say on the subject of same-sex marriage; many 
politicians, both provincial and federal, are subscribers to Outlooks and I’m sure they, too, 
would be interested in learning more about what the community thinks. If you would 
like to share your views on this matter, please don’t hesitate to drop us a line either by 
e-mail, fax or traditional post. The information is located below in our masthead. 


RSVP COMPETITION NEARING COMPLETION 


After a minor change in timing, we are pleased to announce that Outlooks’ RSVP 
journalism competition is nearing its close. In this month’s issue you'll find the top three 
finalists in the Humour, Social Commentary, Book/Movie Review and Poetry divisions; 
winners in each category will be announced in our March sixth anniversary issue, exactly 
one year after the project’s launch. Unfortunately, due to some unforseen technical 
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LETTERS 


TUB TALK... 


Outlooks, 


When | heard about the raid on Goliath’s | sent e-mail letters of protest to the mayor, 
my alderman and the Calgary Police. | received replies from all, but | was particularly 
interested in the phone call | received from Inspector Young of the Calgary Police Service. 
He wanted to speak to me in person, so he tried a few times before he got me on the 
phone. He made two good points in defense of the raid that | wanted to pass on. First, 
they went to Goliath’s in the late afternoon when they knew that the place would not 
have many clients (imagine if they had gone Friday or Saturday after the bars closed?!). 
The second point was that, like it or not, an illegal activity was going on, as was reported 
by men who patronize Goliath’s. 


There is a “Bawdy House” team that acts on these reports, and Goliath’s number 
came up for investigation. Do people get upset when a massage parlour has been raided 
for turning tricks? To be truthful, | read about those raids in the paper and didn’t give it 
a second thought. | know people think that the police should have liaised with the gay 
community before raiding, but | thought we wanted equal rights, not special rights. The 
owners of Goliath’s should have paid more attention to their business by keeping hookers 
out of the place. Apparently, that was the original complaint. 


P. Mankelow 


The Editor Responds: 


According to both the mainstream and GLBT media, and the Calgary Police 
Service, prostitution was not an issue in the December 12, 2002, raid on Goliath’s 
Saunatel. It should also be made clear that the “turning of tricks” in massage 
parlours—straight or gay—does involve prostitution and is really a separate issue. 
Regarding your comment about special vs. equal rights: perhaps we as a commu- 
nity, like many others in this city, became spoiled by our previous chief’s style of 
policing, whereby communities actively participated and liased with the police in 
order to foster greater understanding of cultural differences and assist Calgary’s 
apparently overworked/underfunded force in keeping us all on the “straight” and 
narrow. 


Dear Outlooks, 


| find it extremely amazing that a police force that is squawking at having to write out 
twenty tickets a month can find the time, money, and manpower to send twenty officers 
to raid a bathhouse that has been a part of this city for fifteen years. 


| would have no problem if they were raiding the place for hustlers doing business 
at the facility or the owners making profits out of such activities (which was not the case) 
but to write down the names of consenting adults in a “members only” establishment is 
unbelievable. How can they possibly classify this as a public place? 


The new Vice officer has done an extreme disservice to the City of Calgary and has 
embarrassed our city in the straight and gay community around the world. This sort of 
thing ended at least thirty years ago with Stonewall, and the Calgary Police Service (if | 
can call it a service now) should be reviewed. 


What is the difference if two consenting adults choose to have a room at this facility 
or go to the Delta or Palliser to get a room? A common bawdy house is where the 
owners promote hookers and their clients to have sex—which is definitely not the case 
in this situation; it is certainly not promoted and severely discouraged at this facility. 


Finally, this is not the way police money should be used—I am now embarrassed for 
the City of Calgary and | hope this situation is corrected immediately. 

| would normally put my name on this letter but | am afraid that the Calgary Police 
Service would somehow use it as an excuse for harassment. 


Name and city withheld by request 


The Editor Responds: 


Apparently there are provisions within Canada’s “Bawdy House” laws that 
address issues not directly linked to overt prostitution. The nature of the 
complaints involved here is related to sexual activity taking place in a “public” 
space which, room or no room, Goliath’s surely is not. To our knowledge, prostitu- 
tion has not ever been encouraged—or even tolerated—within the establishment. 
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Sirs: 

While your editorial coverage of the recent Goliath’s raid is fair enough, your cover is 
exploitative and embarrassingly cheesy. Did you really need to cheapen the matter like 
this? 

Yours, 

C. Enright 


The Editor Responds: 


|! would say the cover image in question holds the answer to your 
question—perhaps we all somehow overlooked the inherent nobility of the 
Calgary Police Service’s actions. For the record, the pick-up rate on our December 
2002 issue ranks in the top ten in our almost six-year history, and response to the 
image has been overwhelmingly positive across Canada. 


Editor: 


| looked forward to the January edition of Outlooks, hoping to find extensive coverage 
of the Goliath’s Raid. Given Outlooks is Calgary-based, and this was and is an extremely 
important issue, | was disappointed to find not much coverage at all: two letters to the 
editor, a reasonably decent editorial by Roy Heale, a “public service announcement” 
consisting of ads for other steambaths across Canada, and one half-page article. One. 
Oh, and the cover was wonderfully subversive. Kudos on the cover. 


Other publications in Canada such as Xtra! West, Xtra! and fab were on this immedi- 
ately. Xtra! West even rushed a special Calgary edition (10,000 copies) into the city within 
days of the raid. We had to wait almost an entire month for Outlooks to publish. 


| appreciate the vagaries of publishing a monthly periodical, having been involved in such 
enterprises myself over the years, and do not fault Outlooks for not getting something out 
sooner—although | have a nagging suspicion it could have been done. | do have a problem 
with the degree of coverage and the lack of depth of that coverage. 


| know for a fact one of the “found-ins”, who has gone public in gay press, contacted 
Outlooks to see if they wanted his story. He was politely stonewalled and told there 
simply “wasn’t room” in the January issue and “maybe” something could be done for the 
February issue. Hogwash. 


Upon flipping through the January issue it struck me that there was much there that 
could have been sacrificed to include more/better/deeper coverage of the Goliath’s raid; 
to me, the priority should have been more coverage of the Goliath’s situation, not a full 
page fluff piece on decor for 2003, a piece on fashion predictions, or page after page of 
Out & About from various cities. This stuff is simply not important. The Goliath’s Raid, 
and its ramifications, is. 


S. Lock 


The Editor Responds: 


Given the fact that the January issue of Outlooks had to be at the printer’s by 
close of business on the 19th of December (one week after the raid on Goliath’s) 
we feel we did rather a good job of covering of the story under our editorial 
mandate and obvious time constraints. As a monthly lifestyle publication, we try 
to find a balance between current events and so-called “fluff” pieces, the latter 
appreciated by many—if not most—of our readers, if demographic feedback is to 
be believed. Bi-weekly publications like Xtra! and Xtra! West, that tackle news- 
and issue-oriented material under their editorial mandate, are better suited to give 
such stories the in-depth coverage you feel was lacking in the pages of our 
magazine. However, the large number of Xtra! West special supplements still 
sitting in racks around Calgary (and beyond?) indicates, perhaps, that the interest 
level in this story is not as high as you seem to think. Based on advice from Terry 
Haldane’s legal counsel subsequent to our _ initial conversation, all parties 
concerned agreed that further comment in the media would be counter-produc- 
tive to his case. Outlooks has, however, secured a statement from his lawyer, Peter 
Hoare; it can be reviewed in this month’s Outpost Calgary on page 10, along with 
comments from lawyer Peter Hoare and Stephen Jenouth of the Alberta Civil 
Liberties Association. Many thanks for sharing your concerns. 


Dear Outlooks, 


With the recent Goliath’s raid and all the controversy that swelled up over it, | just 
wanted to write you to express my shock at seeing Roy Heale’s comments in the Calgary 
free press. | don’t think that personal opinions such as his should be waved under the 
Outlooks magazine label as though he represents all of Outlooks’ readers, staff and the gay 
community at large. | understand that he can have a personal opinion, and | don’t know 
if it was the Calgary Herald’s choice to mention Outlooks as part of Roy's background, but 


the article came off as though his opinion was representative of Outlooks magazine. Is 
this true? 


| personally am very glad that Goliath’s was closed. | myself have never been to it, but 
knowing what actually goes on there (and sure maybe sex isn’t the entire focus of the 
establishment, but we all know it happens there), | can honestly say that | think having 
such a brothel around does more harm for the gay community in furthering its efforts 
for equality and respect. Anonymous sex—yeah that’s what we're all about...let’s 
promote our lives as a secretive and shameful lifestyle. Not! It is also embarrassing to 
hear that it was some form of harassment. It is not. Straight massage parlors that 
operate as secretive brothels are shut down all the time as well. All | have to say is good 
riddance to Goliaths! 


D.K. 


The Editor Responds: 


Perhaps your unfamiliarity with Goliath’s has contributed to your misconcep- 
tions about it. The establishment is not, nor has it ever been, a brothel. The fact 
that it was raided under the umbrella of the “Bawdy House” laws does not mean 
that prostitution was the source of the complaints or the focus of the investiga- 
tion. Like ‘em or not, bathhouses help reduce the incidence of sexual activity in 
truly public (and often sexually and physically unsafe) places like parks and 
washrooms; they also attempt to promote safer sex by providing their patrons with 
condoms. As for the comments you found offensive, they were made by Roy Heale, 
Publisher of Outlooks and private citizen—just as Kevin Midbo, Executive Director 
of AIDS Calgary and private citizen and Keith Purdy, Co-Chair of Pride Calgary 
and private Citizen, made theirs. | don’t think at any time any one of these men 
presumed to speak to the media as anything more than private citizens who hold 
positions that make them familiar with, and recognizable in, the gay community. 


Dear Editor: 


There are so many issues to the Goliath’s raid | hope | can stay on track and under 
100,000 words. | am so sick and tired of the Right-wing, status quo media in this 
province! 


The local media helped the gay community in no way with their one-sided sensation- 
alism of the Goliath’s raid. There was no mention of how the police acted or the archaic 
laws that were used as a homophobic loophole. They [the media] was mostly interested 
in exposing every detail of gay sex they could find, true or not. | thought it approached 
slander and was malicious in intent, not so surprising in the reign of King Ralph. Does he 
control the media? 


Secondly, where is our political support? Surely there was enough time for the police 
liaison Doug Jones to fire off some kind of statement to Outlooks! Joe Clark, who loudly 
proclaimed support of our community at election time, where was he? This is a federal 
law. [Calgary Mayor Dave] Bronconnier, who did a lengthy interview in Outlooks the 
month before, and the many aldermen who participated in the parade last summer, 
proclaim their support for gay rights when it’s convenient for them, but when it comes 
down to the crunch where the hell are they?! 


Finally, Mayor Bronconnier, if this city is so cash-strapped it cannot afford any more 
funding for the police, how do they have the resources for such a lengthy investigation 
and why wasn’t Doug Jones utilizied? Perhaps the gay liaison officer is just a waste of 
money (no offense Mr. Jones). What is he for? Why is there no accountability for these 
moron thugs we call the Calgary Police? Surely, this is the big story in this F***ing fiscally 
conservative city of sheep. 


A. Kobley 


Representative Needed 


Over the past 50 years thousands of Edmontonians have chosen to make their final 
arrangements with Evergreen Memorial Gardens and Funeral Chapel in North 
Edmonton. Evergreen's facilities include a full service funeral home with chapel and 
reception facilities, as well as traditional burial and cremation areas. If you ate an active 
community member living in the Edmonton area and like to network with others, we may 
be interested in you acting as a liaison between your community and our company, You 
must be well spoken, well groomed, and be available to work flexible houts. If this 
sounds like you, call now for a confidential interview. You can teach us by calling our 
Personnel Dept. at 473-6203 or 1-800-663-1820. 


Evergreen Memorial Gardens 


www.evergreenmemorial.com 


The Editor responds: 


You raise some very valid points—perhaps you should direct some of your 
questions to those you mention in your letter; these people’s perspective on the 
issue could prove to be quite interesting. Please let us—and our readers—know if 
you hear anything back. 


Dear Outlooks, 


| love this city: gang members are shooting at each other on busy streets and in 
residential neighbourhoods and the Keystone Kops (otherwise known as the Calgary 
Police Service) are more worried about a bunch of married guys diddling each other in 
a locked basement. My compliments to Police Chief Jack Beaton and his cronies—he’s 
done an excellent job of reversing the excellent work done by his predecessor Christine 
Silverberg and Constable Doug Jones of the liason commitee. It’s nice to know that the 
boys in blue are watching out for the real threats in this city;| know | sleep better at night 
knowing that there’s one less safe place for men to have sex with men. 


B. Carter (the proud straight brother of an even prouder gay man) 
The Editor Responds: 
‘Nuff said 
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EDITORIAL \@ 


Seeing red, not pink 


By John Coulbourn 


Hard as it may be to believe, there are actually those in the gay community who 
don’t know what a pink triangle means. Worse, | suppose, is the fact that there are 
even a few who don’t care that it is the symbol that thousands of gay men were 
forced to wear once they’d been imprisoned by the Nazis for the “crime” of being 
gay. 

But is such ignorance any wonder, really, in a world where the meaning of the 
word holocaust has been so highly focused that in a lot of tiny minds, it describes only 
what happened to the Jews of Europe when they fell into the hands of a madman 
named Hitler and his henchmen. 


Now, don’t get me wrong. 


What the European Jews endured (worse, could not endure) during World War 
Il strains credulity; the lives of six million of them snuffed out with a systematic 
vengeance that is nothing short. of mind-boggling. 


And, in a perfect world, it would be the only example of such inhumanity written 
in our history books, instead of merely (and | use that word advisedly) the worst. 


Squeeze any history book hard enough, it seems, and it will ooze blood shed in 
the name of opposing religious beliefs, racial discords or simply because one group 
didn’t like the attitude of another. Looked at on the continuum of history, mankind’s 
ability to hate and persecute humankind is nothing short of staggering. 


All of which conspires to add weight to the announcement that the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum “devoted largely to informing Americans about the 
persecution of Jews under Hitler” is expanding its focus to include other groups who 
were on the receiving end of Hitler’s mad drive toward racial purity and world 
dominion. 


After two years of research, officials at the Museum have opened the first such 
exhibit, titled “Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals”, which will run at the museum 
through March 16 and will subsequently be remounted in New York, San Francisco 
and other cities, not yet named—and it’s probably a safe bet to assume it’s not going 
to make it to Canada. 


Still, if a Canadian February hasn’t already chilled you to the very soul, you might 
want to check things out at www.ushmm.org, where you can take a quick on-line 
taste of the exhibit. 


What’s heartbreaking about such a taste, however, is not so much how little 
things have changed since then, but rather more importantly, how recently. 


For instance, even though there were something in excess of 100,000 men 
arrested for violating Paragraph 175 of the German Criminal Code during the Nazi 
era and even though half of them were convicted and 15,000 sent to concentration 
camps where many of them died, it was not until last May that any of them were 
actually pardoned by the German Government. But then, Paragraph 175 wasn’t 
repealed until 1994. 


Of all the various peoples and groups tortured and killed by the Nazis—Jews, 
Gypsies, Poles, Jehovah’s Witnesses—only homosexuals faced imprisonment for their 
“crimes”. Once they were liberated at the end of the war from concentration camps, 
many had been summarily castrated in an attempt to “straighten them out”. 


Of course, in such a milieu, those who had been imprisoned under Paragraph 175 
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faced further persecution if they acknowledged the reason for their incarceration 
after their release into general society. If the gay equivalent of Ann Frank’s diary 
existed, it awoke little sympathy in the hearts of an uncaring public. 


All of this, of course, has made it difficult for researchers as they set out to build 
this exhibit, forcing them to rely to a large extent, organizers say, on the Nazis’ 
penchant for meticulous record keeping, which not surprisingly, proved to be a 
motherlode of documented depravity. 


Finally, in a world of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, it is perhaps worth noting that, despite 
the persecutions under Paragraph 175, Nazis never banned homosexuals from 
serving in the military. They feared, according to historian Geoffrey Giles, a contrib- 
utor to the exhibition, that in so doing they “could exclude as many as three million 
men” from active service. Nonetheless, known homosexuals within the ranks were 
often sent on suicide missions on the front lines, Giles suggests. 


Hard as it may be to believe, there are actually those in the gay community 
who don’t know what a pink triangle means... W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He now 
makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 
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Rallying for the cause 


By Roy Heale 


ee 


It proved to be one of the coldest mornings of the year as the 
mercury struggled to reach -2| degrees C by 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
January 23. Despite the inclement weather, about two dozen 
supporters assembled in front of the Calgary Provincial 
Courthouse to show their support for those facing charges 
that resulted from the December | 2th, 2002, Calgary Police 

= Service raid on Goliath’s Saunatel. There was even a carload 
of “family” who drove down from Edmonton that morning 
to demonstrate their commitment to the cause. Many 
participants in the rally waved white towels to show their 
support and a rainbow flag flew proudly in the bitter 
morning wind. Had the weather proved more cooperative, 
it probably would have been a rally with hundreds of atten- 
dees, but a small group made their point eloquently to all 
the local media assembled to cover the story. Later that day, 
Goliath’s re-opened to provide a safe, friendly environment for 
men to meet other men in privacy. Spokesperson Keith Purdy, 
of Pride Calgary, made it clear that the community is behind 
each and every one of the accused and those who plead “not 
guilty” can expect more assistance as the court cases 
proceed-all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada, if ™ 
necessary. 


Interestingly enough, of the eleven “found ins” who 
appeared in court, all but two were referred to alternative : 
measures. This means that the men will be required to Br 
complete an education program, participate in 
community service or make a donation to a charity. 


If they comply by May 9th, the charges against them Bade eatery» Bett Burdy 
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CASABLANCA 
__YIDEQ 


for new 
members 


Specializing in Hard 
to Find Videos 


_* Independent 
* Frequent Renter 
Bonus 


* Classics 

¢ Foreign 
* Games 
* DVDs 


¢ New Releases 
* Gay Titles 
¢ Alternative 


2101 - 33rd Ave. S.W. 240-3472 Calgary 2100- 4th StoS.W. 244-4502 


520 17TH AVENUE SW 229.1886 


EAT ¢ DRINK 


will be withdrawn. Is § 
this what the raid was 
for-to have the patrons 
of a bathhouse provide | 
community service? Or | 
is the Crown already \ 
seeing the error of its § 1 Ss 4 
ways? Did we really Be Pe =i S30 4- «2 sk | 
need a full-fledged Vice = Two dozen people brave the 
unit undercover opera- ~ cold to show their support 
tion to deliver this kind of punishment?) How rampant 
must homophobia in the City of Calgary police department be to warrant this kind of 
law-enforcement? 


The remaining two “found ins” and the five managers and owners (or “keepers of a 
common bawdy house”) will return to court on February 28th to defend their pleas of 
“not guilty”. Perhaps on that day we will be blessed with a Chinook and the rally support 
will include hundreds of members of Calgary's GLBT community. In the meantime, a legal 
defense fund has been started by Keith Purdy of Pride Calgary and donations can be sent 
to: The Goliath’s Defense Fund c/o The Calgary Eagle Inc., 424a - 8th Avenue S.E., Calgary, 
AB, T2G OL7. The cost of mounting a defense against these charges will be 
costly—especially if the appeals go all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

This is definitely a time for Canada’s gay community 3 = : 
to band together and show their support in taking m1 
legal action against the kind of police enforcement 
that threatens the very nature of privacy as we've all 
come to know it in this country. It is also apparent 
that many people in the straight community have : 
recognized this as a privacy issue and not an : <e 
obscene sexual crime. Be sure to show your 
support now; we are once again providing some 
important contact information for you to express 
your views and concerns to the people who can make a difference in such matters in our 
country. W 


The white towels meant 
anything but “surrender” 
TERRES ROLLS 


(403) 206-4585 fax:(403) 206-4552 
email: cps@calgarypolice.ca 

(403) 268-5622 fax:(403) 268-8130 
email: mayorweb@gov.calgary.ab.ca 
(403) 268-2430 fax:(403) 268-3823 
contact through http://calgary.ca 
Premier Ralph Klein’s southern Alberta office:(403) 297-6464 fax: (403) 297-4276 
email: premier@gov.ab.ca 

(780) 427-2251 fax: (780) 427-1349 
email: premier@gov.ab.ca 

(403) 292-5632 

email: Clark.j@parl.ge.ca 


(613) 995-7691 fax: (613) 995-0114 
email: Cauchon.m@parl.gc.ca 


(613) 992-4211 fax:(613) 941-6900 


email: pn@pm.gc.ca 


City of Calgary Police Chief Jack Beaton: 


Calgary Mayor Dave Bronconnier: 


Calgary Alderman Ward 8, Madeline King: 


Premier Ralph Klein’s Edmonton office: 


MP for Calgary Centre Joe Clark: 


Justice Minister Martin Cauchon: 


Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s office: 
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Got You Down? 


Call for a free assessment of your 
financial situation 


Partners In Planning Financial Services 
an 
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Calgary s battle of the 
bathhouse is only half over 


By David King 


By all appearances, the December police raid on Goliath’s has created some strong 
ripples in Calgary, and as the courts began accepting pleas for those charged on January 
23, the bathhouse saga has unfolded as the beginning of a much longer process. 


In just over a month, the gay community has fought back with a community summit, a 
public protest in front of Calgary’s Provincial Courthouse, an unsuccessful meeting with 
Calgary’s Mayor, and two meetings with Calgary's police-community liaison committee. 
Most action was due in part to the efforts of people like Keith Purdy, the co-chair of 
Calgary Pride. 


Meanwhile, journalists across the country have 
been writing around the facts, due to lack of 
sources and preparations for the men’s first 
appearance in court. Now that this hearing is 
out of the way, media may have to hold out even 
longer. 


Four Goliath employees have pleaded not 
guilty to being the “keepers” of a bawdy house, 
and a ban was lifted on the employees’ access to 
the premises. A new employee charged January 
9 has yet to appear. Goliath’s “found-ins”, 
meanwhile, included eleven who chose the 
» Alternative Measures Program as a sentence, 
opting to pay a fine or make a charitable 
donation to wipe their records clean. Two 
others reserved pleas until February 28, and will 
_re-appear at the same time as Goliath’s 
“keepers”. 


One of the accused reserving a plea is Terry 
Haldane, who released his own statement 
through his lawyer, Peter Hoare, as Outlooks 
went to print. It says, in part: 


In this instance, a white 
towel signified as much 


pride as the rainbow flag “Although he is completely open about 

> Pat | his lifestyle and sexual orientation, he has 

suffered humiliation and anxiety, stress and sleep- 

less nights as a result of this charge. He is very concerned about what effect a ‘found in’ 

charge must be on someone who wishes to keep their lifestyle and orientation private. 

He feels a duty to vigorously challenge what has happened, in the hope that it will not 
happen to others in the future. 


As lawyers, our instinct and responsibility is to protect our client from what is likely to 
be a protracted, bruising and public process. Having witnessed his determination, 
however, we agree that as long as Mr. Haldane is up to the challenge, a stand should be 
taken with respect to this charge. This case has the potential to raise the important issue 
of whether our antiquated ‘Bawdy House’ legislation is still valid in the era of the Charter, 
if it purports to control the non-commercial sexuality of consenting adults.” 


As of press time, Hoare, had still not received the legal disclosure of the case that he 
requested one month earlier. Ill equipped to comment, he has severed further commu- 
nication with media until at least February 28 of this year. 


“This is a sensitive issue that can have a lot of impact on civil rights,” he says. “We want 
to be sure that it’s not detrimental to everyone who has a stake in this. We also want to 
make sure Terry says what he has to say without damaging him in any way.” 


As a lawyer, however, Hoare is able to speak freely on the legal issues at hand, including 
the seriousness of the allegations. 


“A found-in with respect to a penalty,’ says Hoare, ‘is most probably, if convicted, going 
to be subject to a fine. A keeper is in more peril, and may be subject to incarceration for 
a term not exceeding two years, so those pleas of not guilty are understandable.” 


Stephen Jenouth, President of the Alberta Civil Liberties Association, mentions that the 
association has not been involved with the case directly, but he is keeping a close eye on 
how things progress. 


“We're monitoring the case to see what will happen,” says Jenouth. “The people 
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accused seem to be 
ably represented. We 
want to see if there’s 
any evidence that there 
might be inappropriate 
targeting of the gay 
community or inappro- 
priate use of the law.’ 


It is still too early to 
determine how a “not 
guilty” standing will play 
out before a court. 


“There are two ways 
to challenge the law,’ 
says Jenouth. “One is Ss 
that it’s unconstitutional for some reason. The 
other is that under this interpretation [of bawdy 
house laws], the activities that were going on were 


not illegal. | would expect the latter would be the easier way to go”. 


Pride Calgary's Keith Purdy braves 
the cold to chat with local media 


Canada’s federal bawdy house laws have been ingrained in its Criminal Code since 
1892, and both Jenouth and Hoare confirm the laws mostly apply to prostitution and 
gross acts of indecency, the latter Jenouth describes as overly violent or without mutual 
consent. Jenouth seems certain that the law doesn’t apply here. 


“A number of years ago, the raid in Toronto made it clear that the vast majority of 
these activities wouldn’t hold up in court,” he says. 


Those who challenge the Criminal Code, however, could be in for the long haul. 


As activists like Purdy continue encouraging people to make their voices heard by cops 
and politicians, Hoare mentions that challenging the Criminal Code will depend more on 
how things unfold this spring. 


“It’s a good question,” says Hoare. “First you would have to have standing. Whether or 
not it’s decided through a court case is contingent on the set of circumstances presented. 
A court might be reluctant and indicate it needs to be done by legislature.” 


With only a third of those accused left in defense, it appears Goliath’s battle could 
move in either direction. However things unfold, one thing is certain: the case is far from 
over, and solidarity in Calgary’s gay community is more critical than ever. 


“These types of thingsCnd to take time,” says Jenouth.“! expect that this will last until 
summer.” W 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Calgary. A writer, performer and 
director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 


THE FACTS 


W April and October 2002: an ex-employee and former customer lodge complaints 
against Goliath’s Saunatel. 


'W October 2002: police begin a two-month, undercover operation, reportedly acting 
on the complaints. 


‘VW December |2, 2002: Calgary police raid Goliath’s and lay charges against everyone 
within the premises under Section 210 (1) of the Criminal Code (keeping a Common 
Bawdy and Found Without L awful Excuse in a Common Bawdy House). Charged as 
“Keepers”, are Goliath’s two owners, one manager and two staff members. Thirteen 
others are also arrested and charged as being “Found-Ins”. Goliath’s is more than 
thoroughly searched. 


W January 8: Pride Calgary schedules a queer community “summit” to discuss the raid 
at the Calgary Eagle. Pride co-chair Keith Purdy and others work quickly to spread the 
news, and several gay-related and mainstream media outlets covered the story across the 
country, including Outlooks. Two meetings with Calgary’s police-community liaison 
committee are set up to discuss the raid and the many issues at hand. Calgary Mayor 
Dave Bronconnier refuses to comment. 


W January 9: A third staff member at Goliath’s is charged as “Keeper”. 


W January 23: The first court case of those charged is held at the Provincial 
Courthouse in Calgary. A small rally of about twenty-five people is held in front of the 
courthouse, and media once again covers the story. 


W January 25: Haldane, defended by Peter Hoare, releases his own public statement 
with advisement by his lawyer. Outlooks continues to cover the case as things unfold. 


(right) 
Woman of 
the Hour 
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Midnight Cafe 
owner Debi 
welcomes 
friends and 
“family” back to 
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old times 
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(above) | Love these Crazy Chicks! 
(from left) Cara, Chuck and Debbie get into the 
spirit of the event. The reunion was a fundraiser 
for the Children’s Wish Foundation! 


(right) Turning 30 
Blows! 

Outbooks co-owner Jason 
Adamus accepts the inevitable 
passage of time with grace 
(pre-cocktail!) at his milestone 
birthday party 


(below) Giving Great Head (Movement) 
Kricket “Whips it good” during her performance in 
honour of the seminal disco film 


(left) Girl, Bea Arthur 
Called—She Wants Her 
Maxi-vest Back! 

Bianca La Bouche, looking pretty 
in pink, tackles another ‘70s icon: 
Janis Joplin 


(above) Oops—Wrong 
Homo! Where’s Your Son? 
The birthday boy’s mother cuddles 


(left) White (left) Torch Song? up with a decidedly cuddly Alan, of 
After Labour Carly gets snarly with the Calgary Men’s Chorus 
Day?! her number...her 


Current Calgary 
Emperor Dion 
Boink catches the 
fever—and some 
fashion tips—from 
John Travolta 


flaming ‘do is courtesy 
of some very festive 
lighting 


(left) Benefit 
Breakdown 
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_ Pepsi Girls! 
(from left) Dick 
and Art bask in 
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(above) Self Serve 
Jeff heeds Jeremy's T-shirt and grabs 


a handful 


(left) Didn’t You Get the Message? We 
Agreed to Wear Blue Tonight! 
“Blue boys” Dennis and Brock (from left) with “odd man 


out”, Tony, in basic black 
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Calgary Cares media 


(above) Building Awareness 
Calgary Cares models hard at work 
preparing for the event 


(left) Cute as a Button 

AIDS Calgary's Katherine Morton with 
Jim Button of The Event Group. Careful, 
Katherine, that boy is married! 


(left) Regal 
= Reunion 

& (from left) Emperor 22 
Calgary Glenn 
Anderson, Emperor 23 
Calgary Sean Boink and 
f Emperor 18 Edmonton 
Curtis on hand to lend 
a hand to the 
Children’s Wish 
Foundation 


(above) Three Wise Men (They’re 
Not Divulging Their Ages!) 

(from left) Brian, Rob and Ben, on hand to 
help ease J.Adamus into geezer-hood 


(left) All it Takes is a Mic 
and a Few Crantinis 

Mr. Showmanship serenades his pal 
Vaughn at post-party karaoke—hey, 
what happened to all that grace?! 


(below) Pyramid of Power 

The people that make it all happen: AIDS Calgary 
Executive Director Kevin Midbo (top) with show 
producer Jocelyn Flanagan and The Event Group's 
Jim Button 


(right) 
Designing 
Compassion 
Marketing 
desinger for 
Calgary Cares, 
Jeff Leonard (of 
Ambush), 
welcomes 
attendees to the 
evening's 
festivities 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Kevin at 
(403) 228-1157 and he'll see about covering it 
in Out & About. 
Photos By: Kevin P 
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By David Crosson 


He’s the DeMille of depravity; the Scorsese of 
subversion. Armed with a band of merry men, 
women and everything in-between, Winnipeg- 
based director Noam Gonick set out on a 
mission to both delight and disturb with his 
homo-hot indie flick Hey, Happy. Like Warhol 
and Waters before him, Gonick plunged into the 
depths of his local talent pool to find a cast of 
true characters who could help bring his unique vision to life. Did he succeed? Of 
course he did—and passed the test with flying (and deliciously vivid) colours. Devoted 
to embracing all his city has to offer, Gonick is to Winnipeg what John Waters is to 
Baltimore: part goodwill ambassador and part enfant terrible. Outlooks caught up with 
Gonick recently (Hey, Happy in the rearview and another project in his sights) to see just 
what makes the director tick. 


Outlooks: Despite some very obvious—and intentional—ugliness, your film Hey, 
Happy is absolutely gorgeous. How would you describe your approach to filmmaking? Is 
aesthetic appeal a big part of it? 


Gonick: | wanted the film to have a unique look because it is an apocalyptic movie—| 
wanted it to have an end-of-the-world look to it. That’s why it’s all sort of shot in “acid” 
hues. We shot it in Cinemascope because that is the format for epics, and it’s kind of an 
epic biblical narrative in a way. That’s why we wanted to go for the Ben Hur/widescreen 
approach. 


Outlooks: | think it’s fairly evident that you are a fan of John Waters’ work; who else 
in the film industry serves as an inspiration? 


Gonick: I’ve been going to a lot of movies lately, and | love Adaptation; | like Spike 
Jonze’ work a lot. | also like a lot of the new French films; there are a lot of really 
“psycho” French movies right now. I’m not talking about 8 Women; I’m talking more 
about Baise-Moi and Fat Girl by Catherine Breillat. There’s another great French film due 
out called Irreversible, by Gaspar Noe. | also have a little side-story about John Waters, 
while we're on the topic. 


Outlooks: Oh? 


Gonick: When | was finishing Hey, Happy we had a real budget issue—we were 
$10,000 short and for the longest time we couldn’t find it. And my producer told me 
that John Waters sometimes exec produces films; he'll just give you the finishing funds 
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book now for valentines 


portraits ! 
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and do it as “John Waters Presents”. Martin Scorsese and other 
filmmakers do that, too. Anyway, he was going to be lecturing in 
Minneapolis at the Walker Theatre—and | know the people who run 
the Walker—so | went. | was invited to have dinner afterwards and 
| gave him a rough cut of the film and asked if he was interested in 
possibly helping us out. [Laughs] And he was totally put off by me! 
He grabbed the film from me like it was covered in diarrhea, and 
sort of gingerly put it in his bag. He was completely spooked. 
[Laughs] | never heard back from him but we found our $10,000 
anyway. 

Outlooks: I’ve actually heard that Waters can be a bit difficult, 
and you wouldn’t expect that, really. 


Gonick: Yeah, it’s kind of sad. I’m actually friends with Bruce 
LaBruce and he and John Waters are friends, so | thought that it 
might be easier. [Laughs] But, no, it was bad. It’s a shame when your 
heroes let you down. 


Outlooks: Do you find working as a filmmaker in Canada to be 
a boost or a hindrance in terms of your kind of work? 


Gonick: | don’t think a film like Hey, Happy could have been 
made in a commercial system like they have in the States. | think 
being Canadian has worked. in my favour. The film wouldn’t have 
worked in the States because it’s all about box office there—even 
though Hey, Happy has done well: it’s played theatrically in Canada, 
Germany and France, even in a limited way in the States. I’m also 
really glad that you can rent it at Rogers, because everybody goes 
there and it’s just my dream that Hey, Happy is playing in some 
suburban basement full of guys and that it leads to a circle jerks afterwards! That’s what 
it was designed for! [Laughs] 


Outlooks: [Laughs] Now, being a Canadian filmmaker, how did you make out when 
it came to securing assistance from our government agencies that fund the arts? 


Gonick: This is underground filmmaking and | guess I’ve just sort of been lucky with 
the government funding bodies. It’s been a bit of a stretch, for sure, to get money out of 
some sectors of the Canadian system, just because it’s so “out there”. When we got into 
Sundance it kind of triggered all the final finishing funds from the government. [Laughs] 
After they said ‘no’ four times! At that point, they kind of have to give you the money to 
finish it, when you get the “Outside of Canada Seal of Approval”. It all worked out in the 


end. @ z — ro SS 
Outlooks: 


If you had unlim- 
ited financial and 
professional 
resources would 
you do this all 
bigger? | 
wouldn’t say 
better, neces- 
sarily. 

Gonick: 
Well, the films 
’'m working on 


from previous now arent in the same vein as Hey, Happy and not in the same “astro- 

mE camp” realm right now. | don’t really think too much about budget; | 
know a lot of filmmakers in Winnipeg do a lot of the time. | don’t feel all that hindered 
by being low-budget all the time. | mean, Hey, Happy was extremely low-budget by you 
wouldn’t know that by looking at it. | just make do with whatever | have and sometimes 
not having money really leads to creative leaps you wouldn’t have made otherwise. The 
fact that we shot the whole film outdoors, including the hair salon and the porn store 
scenes, was purely because of finances. In the end, it really gave the film a specific look. 


Outlooks: Do you feel a certain allegiance to Winnipeg in terms of your work? After 
all, you could have gone elsewhere to shoot your film. 


Gonick:| do, actually. For some reason | think I’ve become a huge Winnipeg booster. 
The nice thing about being a filmmaker with a bit of moderate success is that you get out 
of Winnipeg all the time for film festivals and what not. It’s a great place to be—if you 
can leave constantly! [Laughs] I’m always kind of » 
going somewhere else so | have no problem being fi 
here—| think if | was working at McDonald's I’d hate 
it more, like most Winnipeggers do. I’m pretty happy 
here. In terms of the Canadian filmmaking scene, 
Winnipeg is one of the best places to be. We 
actually do have a lot of support for filmmakers 
here. 


Outlooks: | think, perhaps, that it can afford to 
be a more bohemian city; | mean, it’s not so large 
that artists can’t afford to live there. In a place like 
Vancouver you have to clear about $2,500 a month 
just to exist. 


Gonick: You're absolutely right. In Winnipeg you 
can just kind of relax, you're really not forced to 
work too hard to make the rent when it’s only $300 
a month; there’s not too much pressure. And there are also a lot of freaks here and a 
lot of great things going on in music, architecture and visual arts. The arts scene here is 
very inspirational, it’s really vibrant. I’m involved with the Plug-in Gallery, which | guess 
is one of the top artist-run centres in Canada right now. We produced that Venice 
Biennale show that gave Canada its first gold medal, ever. There’s also an internationally 
renowned film scene coming out of here—people really do know about Winnipeg 
because of Guy Maddin. | don’t feel that when people think of Toronto they really think 
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of the indigenous filmmaking community that much. When | think of Toronto | think 
more of American movies of the week and other “offshore” productions. Winnipeg's 
actually a hot place to be. 


Outlooks: Speaking of people on the scene, tell me about your working relationship 
with Clayton Godson. 


Gonick: Well, Clayton and most of the cast of Hey, Happy inspired their roles; the 
parts were written for those people. Clayton’s been hanging around me since he was in 
his early teens—he used to go to raves that | produced. He was kind of like a teenaged 
runaway and the most bizarre club-kid ever. | think the first time | noticed him he was 
passed out in a pool of his own vomit right outside our rave, with his little make-up kit 
scattered around him! There were false eyelashes and sparkles on the pavement! 
[Laughs] We scooped him up and brought him in and when he came to he entertained 
us all with little impromptu performance pieces. He’s kind of a day-to-day inspiration for 


Outlooks: You've been called “...a Hebrew pornogra- 
pher of the most dangerous kind” and you’ve also made the 
Globe & Mail’s “Young Leaders” list for film—which of the 
two made you happier? 


Gonick: | think as soon as you start making some of 
those “young, successful people” lists it’s actually kind of 
dangerous. | think I'd rather be known as a dangerous 
Hebrew pornographer! | was actually named on that Globe 
& Mail list before Hey, Happy came out—l don’t know what 
would have happened if they had seen the film first. 
[Laughs] 

Outlooks: [Laughs] What's next on the agenda for you 
professionally? 


Gonick: Well, | was directing the new season of Kink, 
which is going to premiere March 24 on Showcase. They did it in Toronto so | was there 
working all summer. I’ve also been writing a new screenplay that’s a bit of a departure 
[from other work]. It’s still set in Winnipeg and it’s still over-the-top, but it’s not as 
gay—even though I think it’s going to be quite homoerotic. It’s an inner-city gang type 
movie that we tried to base on research and facts. The thing is, the gang movie genre is 
the most homoerotic of all! This one’s more based on reality—just a bit, though. 
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Interior distractions 


By J.R. Anderson, Outpost Toronto writer 
Favourite Flick: | highly recommend the Blaxploitation film 
feck moni al Dolemite; part ‘70s action flick, part black erotica, it’s the story of 
: one pimp’s fight to save his community and, of course, entertain 
| the ladies. If you want something really f***ed up that will rattle 
your twisted funny bone, this is it. | laugh my black ass off every 
84 time | watch it. Note: many rappers today pay homage to 
! = Dolemite in their lyrics—be sure to check out the funky fashion 


=— Favourite CD: | prefer music that makes me shake my 
2 ai booty in my living room and sounds good as background music 

Ba Wifon rewre or my reading and writing. Dj Spen—Disco Dreaming is an 
import, but oh-so-gooooood: old skool London house beats 
mixed with gospel and R&B vocals. If | feel in a dark funk, this one always brings me 


out of it. 


Favourite Book: Howard Cruse (who some of you may ¢ be familiar with as the 
cartoonist for “Wendell”, a cartoon that ran in The Advocate ™ 
for a number of years during the ‘80s), wrote a book not very | 
long ago called Stuck Rubber Baby. I’ve read a few comic novels 
before, but never before had | felt enlightened from them. This 
is one young gay man’s account of the southern United States 
during the ‘60s civil rights movement. If you enjoy gay fiction, 
this will be right up your alley, whatever your taste. 


Stuck Rubber Baby 


Favourite Comfort Food: Now, I’ve been living in the Fa 
downtown T-dot all my life, so if there’s one thing | know, it’s |} 
good pizza. Many may disagree with me, but in my opinion 
Amato’s is the best—gourmet pizza at a reasonable price, with © 
great toppings like chicken, broccoli, red onion, feta, pesto, 
potato, italian sausage and eggplant. There are several locations to pick up or order 
from, and you'll be addicted to it in no time. After all, it won't hurt to gain a layer of 
fat to keep you warm during those winter months, now, will it? Amato's has six 
locations, so let your feet—or your fingers—get to steppin’. 
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¢ Our circulation is 
35,500 copies 
“4 °° 12 issues per year 
?_« We have over 600 
distribution points all 
-~-across Canada 
¢ All advertisers receive 
free exposure on our 
website, which features 
the entire newspaper 
and averages over 
100,000 hits per month 


4& 
Call our advertising specialists to find out how to use it. 


Tol Free: 1-888-228-1157 
: Dean Burton (Head office): (403) 228-1157 
ya Steven RodRozen (Vancouver): (604) 818-0446 
‘Brian Huskins (Toronto): (647) 287-2830 


«4 *May only be used for anniversary congratulatory ads or new 
advertising contracts. 
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SAFE SEX 


Wrap it up! 


February boasts National Condom Week. This community event has a variety of 
agencies distributing safer sex information. As many of you know, condoms are effective 
as a safer sex tool in stopping the spread of HIV. However, did you know that there isn’t 
just one type of condom? Sure we all know the names Trojan, Lifestyle and Durex for 
example, but hold on, each of these condom companies also manufactures condoms in 
different sizes, textures, colors and even flavours! 


HardCover condoms manufacture over twenty different flavours. Imagine sucking on 
a banana-flavoured dick! Not into banana? Then try watermelon, cola or even coffee- 
flavoured condoms. On Valentine’s Day, one of the most popular gifts is a box of choco- 
lates—hy not give that special someone in your life a box of chocolate flavored condoms? 


Long gone are days of lambskin condoms, now in drug stores are aisles of latex and 
polyurethane condoms to choose from. Durex has a line of tropical colors and scents. 
These condoms range in color from red and yellow to orange, with associated straw- 
berry, banana and orange scents and tastes. 


Durex has also developed a line called Maximum. These condoms are longer and 
wider for a better fit and are shaped to increase comfort. This condom also sports a 
non-latex smell. Trojan has also developed a line of larger condoms. One Trojan brand in 
particular, the Trojan Magnum XL, is thirty percent larger than regular condoms. 


If you are not into flavoured condoms, try studded texture condoms for extreme 
pleasure. These lubricated condoms are equipped with hundreds of raised studs adding 
intensity to the sexual experience. No matter what type of condom you may choose, 
make sure you use a condom made from latex or polyurethane along with water-based 
lubricant. Using a condom from a novelty store or from a location where you are unsure 
of the conditions in which the condom was stored is not recommended. 


Test different brands and styles of condoms to see which kind you like the best. 
Expand your sexual horizons through different safer sexual techniques with a condom fit 


‘for his pleasure! Depending on your attitude, safer sex can be a lot of fun. Just remember 


to cover the basics (no pun intended). Also, remember pre-cum can contain HIV and 
STDs so protect the “General” when he is standing at attention. 


Authors: Sean Alley, Choices Coordinator, GLCSA and Ray Harrison, 
Education Outreach Worker, AIDS Calgary. For more information contact 
Sean at sean@glcsa.org or Ray at rharrison@aidscalgary.org. 


QueEEN S GOLDEN 
JUBILEE MEDAL 
PRESENTATION 


CEREMONY 


(below) Red Flanks 

Medal recipient Burkhardt, founder of the 
New Congress art collective, with a 
couple of true blue—er, red pals 


(right) Grand 


' Entrance 
Mistress of 
Ceremonies Alieve 
(above)The Hearts are Real; the gets down to 
(above & right) Titties are Not! business in aid of a 
From Queen E to Loving Spoonful lovelies (from left) Summer Clearance, good cause 


Joan-E Mandy Kamp, Carlotta Gurl, Joan-E and JustineTyme 
Previous honouree Lorne 
Mayencourt, founder of 
Friends for Life, presents 
Robert Kaiser (AKA Joan-E) 
with the Queen's Golden 
jubilee Medal for his/her (!) 
tireless charity work 


(left) Who Needs Cops When 
You’ve Got Glamour?! 

Summer Clearance wows ‘em with a showstopping 
number that could stop traffic! 


Unison New vear s Party 
ATLANTIS NIGHT CLUB 


(left) Burns, 
Baby, 
Burns—Disco 
Inferno 

Getting a little 
“carried away" on 


the dancefloor 


(left) Now 
That’s a 
Hollywood- 
sized Ribbon! 
Martin Rooney, 


(above) Five Reasons to Resolve to Get in Shape suitably adorned for 


Ripped revellers take a break from welcoming the new year the occasion 


| (above) Calgon, take Se 
i Me Away! 

Paige Turner, Baroness of Surrey, 
hard at work keeping everyone 
“moistened” at the event 


(left) 
Welcoming 
Committee 


Painted performers 
spur on the crowd in (above) Playing with Time 
anticipation of 2003 (centre-left & centre-right) Randy and Michel (right) The 
of TBB Productions with DJ Roland Belmares White 
(far right) and a friend. Stuff 
Scott Rhode 
works it from a 
monochromatic 
a = _ = angle 
mi ENDORS =] 
= A $ = a 
Pp Ez ES = i : 
| (above) Vivacious and Victorious 
(from left) Ms Gay Surrey2003, Crystal Cathedral; 
Mr. Gay Surrey2003, Tyler Storm; and Miss Gay Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Surrey 2003 Robyn Frame (Mimi). Congratulations Contact Barry at 
to all! (604) 685-1377 and he'll see about covering it 


in Out & About. 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff. 


= (left) Flogging Her 
Wares 


Merchant Silva Tenenbien with a = 5 
oS es 
table full of adult te pret 


eR Nace 


(above) She Sells Sea 
Shells...Not Quite! 


The ever-lovely Velvet Steel slingin’ 
slings—amongst other things—at her table 


“acoutrements” 


The PumpJack Pub 


Vancouver BC 
(right) Move Over, 
Ron Popeil! 

A demonstration of a product 
North America just can't live 
without! 


(left) Famous Fanny 
Featured Kink participant 
Fanny on hand to discuss the 
merits of 00 guage PA 
rings...not for herself, of 
course! 


1167 Davie Street 
604.685.3417 
www.pumpjackpub.com 
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-— mature confent 
www.margareicho.com 


Saturday April 5 — Vogue Theatre 


7 TWO SHOWS! 

Ea € EARLY SHOW: 7:30PM LATE SHOW: 10:30PM 
Py} 

XTRA! 


ticketimaster 604-280-4444/ www.ticketmasterca 
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WALENTINES DANCE 


February 15th, 2003 


Doors open at 7:30 PM 
Country Music from 7:30 to 10:00 
Hot Mixed Music from 10:00 to 2:00 
Victoria Park Community Centre 
"10Th Anniversary”, 
June 27th to 29th, 2003 CRIR Rodeo Weekend! 
WWW.ARGRA.ORG 
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Movies & More 
www.outbooks.com 
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Over 200 DVD & Video titles now available 


3,500 books available for purchase online 


Diners Club R 
Visit our retail location at O ae oute. 


1411 1st Street SE 
Calgary Alberta 
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm only 
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DOYOUREALLY KNOW... 


what 3 hohinee our freer 


We take great pride in offering 
| services and products 
tomeet the needs of every 
family... 


www.arborfuneralhomes.com 
» 3-convenient locations to serve you—24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 


Howard & McBride 
Chapel of Chimes 
10179—108 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5J 1L1 
Phone: (780) 422-1141 


Evergreen Funeral 
Chapel/Cemetery 
16202 Fort Road 

Edmonton, ABTSB 4K3 
Phone: (780)472-9019 


Howard & McBride 
Westlawn Chapel/Cemetery 
16310 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, AB T5P 4A6 
Phone: (780)484-5500 
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Relationships: law vs. love 


By Gerrard MacMullin 


Unlike many in Vancouver, | can’t understand the wrath of common-law couples who've 
been told their relationships are not equal to those of married people. 


As a gay man, | just don’t get it. 


The anger centres on a Supreme Court of Canada ruling that matrimonial property 
law does not automatically apply to common-law couples—so don’t assume assets will 
be split fifty-fifty if your relationship collapses. It’s a decision long on common sense, 
but short on political correctness. Heterosexual couples are upset because they feel 
the quality of their relationships is being unfairly judged. 


In handing down the 8-1 majority ruling, Justice Michel Bastarache notes that 
“unmarried couples do not make the same commitment, [so] rights and duties 
akin to marriage should not as a result follow”. 


He’s right. Weddings mean booking florists, printers, caterers, tailors, photog- 
raphers, limos and banquet facilities. Moving in with someone means booking a U-Haul. 


That a common-law partnership is not a marriage should surprise no one. 
Heterosexuals who choose to live together in a partnership are free to do so. And 
they are just as free to opt for the more formal alternative—legal marriage. 


Homosexuals, on the other hand, aren’t allowed to choose between shacking up and 
tying the knot. We learn to accept this denial of choice and second-class treatment 
from the time we are children. As adolescents in a straight culture, we never get to 
openly express our budding sexual feelings, or honestly explore our teenage crushes. 
On Valentine’s Day, young gays and lesbians are often outsiders because they don’t get 
to practice their dating skills with the people who really attract them. When someone 
dares to take a same-sex date to a high school prom, it sparks a legal battle and national 
headlines. No wonder many of us who make it through our formative years have no 
clue as to what constitutes a healthy relationship. We end up in our twenties and 
thirties practicing social and dating skills that our heterosexual peers learned years ago 

in the high school gym. 


Maybe that’s why | find it difficult to 
understand why heterosexuals feel so 
wronged by the Supreme Court ruling. 


Reaction in the Vancouver newspapers 
was swift and surprisingly detailed. From 
heterosexual common-law couples, to 
feminists and law professors, people lined 
up to vent their anger. 


One couple expressed shock to learn 
they didn’t have the same rights as married 
people. Another said they were offended by 
the presumption that they were less 
committed than couples who walked down 
the aisle. 


A law professor feared the ruling would 
create a hierarchy of relationships—with 
society placing a greater value on legal, 
state-sanctioned ones. So what? 


GENERAL LAW 
PRACTICE 


Services Include: 
Criminal, Civil & Family Litigation 
Business & Commercial Law 
Real Estate & Mortgages 
Wills & Estates 
Same-Sex Issues 


* Yanjing Restaurant 
314 10th St. NW Calgary 403 283-6388 
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BRUCE E. WALKER 
LAW OFFICE 


Barristers & Solicitors 
Notaries Public 


Web Site: www.b walkerlaw.com 
Email: bwalker@b walkeriaw.com 


(416) 961-7451 


Suite 205- 65 Wellesley St. East 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1G7_ 


730-17th Ave $.Wi - (403) 226-3566 


Gay relationships: 
separate but equal? 


Relationship hierarchies have existed since we dragged ourselves out of e swamps 
and invented hair products. Around the family dinner table, at the water cooler or in 
the boardroom, legal marriage is, and always been clearly favoured. Living common-law 
ranks somewhere in the middle. And gay relationships are clearly at the 
bottom—garnering little respect and inspiring little optimism for success. That may not 
be fair, but sadly, it’s true. 


Anyone who thinks society values or respects gay relationships need look no further 
than the daily newspapers. While wedding announcements are a staple, it’s exceedingly 
rare to see public announcement of gay partnerships. Only recently did The New York 
Times begin to run such notices, in a new section called Weddings/Celebrations. 


Heterosexuals can choose to stay single, live with someone, get married or divorce. 
Homosexuals are denied that range of options. We not only accept that discrimina- 
tion, we romanticize it, saying our relationships don’t need anyone’s approval. In reality, 
the state already controls gay relationships by refusing to recognize them. 


Angry heterosexuals are wrong in their assumption that the court ruling judges the 
quality of their commitment or the depth of their love. What's love got to do with it? 
Legal marriage establishes rules to govern some decid- 
edly unromantic issues like division of assets, access to 
emergency rooms, decisions on health care and life 
support, and inheritance rights. In any of these areas, 
common-law partnerships simply don’t measure up. 
But heterosexuals who don’t like it have a powerful 
solution. They can marry. 


Criticism of the court decision suggests that 
straight Canadians want it both ways, demanding the 
benefits and protections of marriage without making ASSES : 
the legal commitment. For gays and lesbians denied MUEIM Sh) Models Wanted 
the luxury of choice, its difficult to feel much empathy. Experience not required. 


Vv 403.669.9408 (AB) 
604.240.2934 (BC) 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in 
Vancouver’s West End. 


1 866-980-8808 
IS THERE ANYTHING WE CAN'T DO. www.tagswitntaste.com 
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Into thin AIR 


By Sandra (Sam) Sebree 


As a result of years of work by human rights activists, complaints to human rights 
commissions and numerous court decisions, the federal and (most) provincial govern- 
ments have been forced to amend many of their laws to include gays and lesbians. The 
Alberta government recently fell into line and passed Bill 30-2 (entitled the Adult 
Interdependent Partnership Act), which extends “marriage-like” rights and obligations to 
a range of “twosomes” living interdependently. This act is expected to become law by 
April of 2003. At that time, the effect of the act will be to amend sixty-nine different 
provincial statutes to confirm that they now apply to persons in an “adult interdependent 
relationship (“AIR”). 


The act does not extend the right to marry to same-sex persons and actually contains 
a clear anti-marriage clause reserving that for heterosexuals only. It also does not change 
Alberta’s Matrimonial Property Act, which deals with the division of property upon the 
breakup of married persons only. A same-sex couple’s property rights are still governed 
by a hodgepodge of legal principles dating back to medieval England! 


The rights and obligations imposed by the amended laws will be substantial and will 
apply to all persons involved in an AIR whether they agree with the changes or not, and, 
in fact, whether they even know they are in one of these relationships or not! 


So what is an AIR and how do you become a partner in one? According to Bill 30-2, 
your “membership” is not based on a conjugal relationship (sexual/intimate) but on a 
“relationship of interdependence” whereby two persons outside of marriage: 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
Factors to take into account when determining if you are in this kind of relationship 
include, but are not limited to, things such as whether the relationship is conjugal, the 


degree of exclusivity of the relationship, how the partners hold themselves and their 
relationship out to others, the ownership and use of property and so forth. 


share one’s lives 
are emotionally committed to one another; and 


function as an economic and domestic unit. 


You can be a partner in an AIR by entering into a valid agreement with another person 


ERS 


ew Winter Hours:) 
Monday-Tuesday 
Zam-11pm 


Thursday 
: 7am-Midni 


Valentine’s Karaoke 
February 14 
Sing to your sweetheart 
‘or not” 
Valentine’s Brunch 
11-3 


February 16, 


ARGRA Dance 


Victoria Park Community 
Centre, February 15 


Name That Tune 
February 1/8/22, 9pm 


Open Mike Tuesday 


‘ebruary 11, 7 pm 
With your host Toni Verre 


Karaoke 


February 28, 9pm 


Entertainment 
Every Sunday 4-6 pm 


18 February 2003 


(i.e. knowingly) or you can become a partner in one due to your actions (possibly 
unknowingly). 


If you have lived in a relationship of interdependence for three or more years or if 
there is a child of the relationship by birth or adoption, you will automatically become an 
AIR and be covered by this legislation. Obviously, people may end up in a relationship 
with legal rights and obligations even though they did not intend to be or maybe did not 
even realize they were. 


The new laws will apply to both persons of the same sex and persons of the opposite 
sex, including common-law heterosexual couples, gay or lesbian couples and family 
members living together to share expenses, amongst others. Remember: having a 
conjugal relationship is not a prerequisite, so the laws can apply to much, much more than 
what we normally call “common-law” couples. 


To terminate an AIR the parties can enter into a “separation” agreement. The relation- 
ship is also ended if they separate for one year and at least one partner intends that the 
relationship not continue. 


So, you think you may be (or have been) a partner in an AIR—just what does that 
mean? | can tell you that it means a lot, that the new benefits and duties can impact the 
life of a partner or former partner in significant ways. Among the sixty-nine laws to be 
changed in Alberta, | believe the following to be of particular importance to gays and 
lesbians: 


|. Domestic Relations Act—an adult interdependent partner may make a claim for 
alimony if living separate and apart with no possibility of reconciliation. 


2. Wills Act—a current will is automatically revoked if after the will is made, the 
person enters into an AIR by written agreement unless the will specifically refers to this 
agreement. 


3. Intestate Succession Act—a person in an AIR will have inheritance rights even if 
his or her partner dies without a will or without leaving him or her anything in a will, 
current or not. 


4. Workers Compensation Act and Fatal Accidents Act—the survivor may 
receive a pension or compensation on the death of a partner in an AIR. 


As you can imagine, the potential legal consequences of being in a relationship are 
now major. These consequences can be positive or negative, depending on your circum- 
stances and your expectations. 

So, what can or should you do if you think this Act has ramifications for you? How can 
you protect yourself? How can you protect your partner? How can you protect yourself 
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gay media advertising. 
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spend on entertainment, ges 
products or services. 

I. Your advertising wil get resi 


Vancouver Office (604) 818-0446 
Toronto Office (647) 287-2830 
or email: dburton@outlooks. ca 
or visit our website www.outlooks.ca 


from previous A few considerations are outlined in this paragraph. If you believe 

you are a partner in an AIR and want to clearly avail yourself of the 
rights and obligations offered, then enter into a written agreement with your partner. If 
you believe you are a partner in an AIR but these rights and obligations do not reflect your 
wishes, then enter into a written agreement with your partner to opt out. As the law 
does not cover property division, | strongly recommend entering into an agreement to 
cover this issue. In cases where you wish to terminate the relationship, consider having 
a “separation” agreement to deal with not only division of property but also a waiver of 
entitlement to alimony. You should look at your will and consider getting legal advice as 
to its validity, and may also wish to consult a lawyer for a more detailed explanation as to 
how the amended laws may apply to you. 


artist alternatives 


couples 
Vv 

portraits 
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headshots 
~ ‘ : Vv 

Re valentines 

gift certificates 
available 


An information session will be provided by the law firm of Courtney Sebree Aarbo at 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 27, 2003, at the Days Inn in Calgary, located at 1818-1 6th 
Avenue NW (formerly the Highlander). No admission will be charged and everyone is 
welcome. 


ON CEP ES 


Sandra Sebree is a partner in the law firm of Courtney Sebree Aarbo, in Calgary, Alberta. 
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Indulge your passion for books! 
Call or visit the Orlando Corner 

at Audreys Books : 
for the best in Queer Literature, OFFICIAL 


Erotica, Sexuality, Humour, LAUNCH 


books on Coming Out, 
Relationships and more... OF THE 


ORLANDO CORNER 


Friday, February 21 at 7:30pm 
Music! Readings! Refreshments! 


...plus, register as a former Orlando 
Books customer and become a 


member of Audreys Book Club 1é Ig 
at no charge. 
“BOOKS 1p. 
JackieDumas@audreysbooks.com 


(780) 423-3487 Toll Free 1-800-661-3649 
10702 Jasper Avenue Edmonton T5J 3J5 


for rates and availability contact 
chadwickvisualconcepts@shaw.ca 
Calgary/Edmonton 403.264.1699 
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OPEN 4 PM TO 2 


tired of blind dates? 


Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 
Monday Free pool all day 

Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 
Wednesday $3.25 domestic beer and highballs all day 
Thursday $4.50 double highballs 8pm until close =» 


ie 


Speed Dating 


for calgary's gay men 


Happy hour drink specials and free pool daily from 4pm until 8 pm 


r 
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call 807.8277 or masterdaters.ca to register 


Upstairs — 


In order to expand its national presence, Outlooks is looking 
for experienced writers and photographers for Out & About 
spreads in the following cities: 


Grocery shopping 


Yard maintinence 


~ St. John s ~ Winnipeg 

- Halifax - Regina House Cleaning 

~ Moncton ~ Saskatoon 

- Charlottetown - Edmonton Errands 

- Montreal ~ Kelowna 

- Ottawa - Victoria *I 

- Toronto ~ Yellowknife pe 
*Insured 


Positions are available on a rotating basis from DEL THOMSON 244-8744 


month-to-month and all pay a cash honorarium. 


Please submit samples of your writing or E-MAIL: UPSTAIRSDOWNSTAIRS @ SHAW.CA 
photography to: editor@outlooks.ca WWW.UPSTAIRSDOWNSTAIRS.CA 
Only suitable applicants will be contacted. 


TIL 8 PM 
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(Cusvic Bore ackS) 471 Church St 
CoSH Bar Toronto, Ont. 
416-925-0341 
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This public service announcement is brought to you in part by 


Pinoks hy Ries Powag Farmed Peter Rex 


FASHION 


By Steven Rozon 


Are you man enough to sport a stylish tote 
to carry all of your numerous accessories and 
toys? With today’s must-have toys like Palm 
Pilots, iPods, cell phones and laptops, what's a 
boy to do? Should you throw it all in a 
backpack or a nerdy briefcase? God no—the | 
fashionistas have all worked too hard to bring | 
men into 2003! If designers have their way, | 
this season we will all be sporting oversized # 
courier bags and utilitarian totes that you 
would normally take away for a weekend 
getaway. Whether it’s a hand-held utility tote 
or a high shoulder-strapped satchel, this 
season's bags are big enough to carry every- 
thing. (The press release for Dolce and 
Gabbana even proposed that you throw your 
gym clothes in with your laptop to save on bags!) 


The history of the modern man’s bag can be traced back to the saddlebag. Out on the 
range, cowboys had to carry all the necessities. Don’t you need sunglasses, Kiehl's lip balm and 
your Mp3 player to survive on the streets in 2003? What's a Raver without his purse full of 
lollipops and bottled water? Face it, the man bag—or murse, as some call it—is now ingrained 
in our culture. The man bag has been the past focus of such television shows as Seinfeld and 
Friends. Reverend Jerry Falwell even took a swipe at Tinky Winky for carrying his “magic” bag 
several years ago. Jealousy! If he had walked into his local Neiman Marcus, he, too, could have 
had his own magic bag! 


How many variations do you own? | realized that | currently have five, all for different 
requirements, of course. Whether it’s one of my courier bags for school or work or a small 
one to hold a few items while out shopping, | that find | carry one almost every day now. | see 
a large assortment of them when | take the time to stop and people-watch. Gay or straight, 
men have adopted the man bag. Go to www.manbag.com for customer testimonials if you 
don’t believe me. Promise me, though, that you won't order one—because they are even (if it’s 
possible) uglier that the Mountain Equipment Co-op ones | see all over! If you want rugged and 
outdoorsy piece, go for Patagonia’s colourful Critical Mass bag! 


Classic doctor's bags or a beautiful leather briefcase are always a good way to go if you're 
in a professional environment where a courier bag or tote isn’t proper. Samsonite makes some 
great alternatives to the classic briefcase. Coach, Kenneth Cole and Jack Spade have also 
created some great modern versions for you to carry. | noticed that my late-thirties English 
professor (who keeps saying that he’s old but | would say is cute and handsome) carries a stylish 
nylon briefcase with great silver hardware. The way he speaks of his age, | expected a stuffy 
briefcase. Even with his love of 16th Century poetry, he still knows that today’s man needs a 
stylish bag and good shoes—A+ for him! 


The oversized courier bag is one of two hot new looks for Spring 2003. | know it’s 
February, but don’t you need to carry your dress shoes in a bag to work so that snow and sleet 
Helmut Lang 4on'’t soil them, so feel free to adopt this trend now. The other 
hot trend is to carry a utility tote bag that is very much like a 
great bag that you would carry to the beach or for hauling 
logs—and if that isn’t manly,! don’t know what is! Done in leather 
or plasti-coated canvas, they are the modern man's way to carry 
things around, similar to women’s versions but with more weight 
or bulk to them. Just be careful, though, as everyone can see into 
the open top and that makes them an easy target for theft. This 
season Club Monaco has nailed the look with a great general- 
Patagonia purpose black rubber number for only CDN$129. 


With super-talented and sexy Marc Jacobs as its Creative 
Director, Louis Vuitton has been crafting some handsome men’s 
bags lately. | love the new laser monogrammed leather line; they 
have a great 1970s feel to them. The Clarkson bag is delectable 
for every day and the Peonia camera bag is the perfect man’s bag 
for evening use (don’t laugh: | recently was asked by a society 


, Peonia 


Jack Spade 


columnist friend what he should use to carry 
around his notepad and camera in when he's at 
events in a tuxedo...1 was so proud that he was 
actually concerned about this!). The Peonia 
camera bag is perfect. The leather has a slight 
sheen to it like that of a satin lapel on a tux! 


If you really look at the notion of a men’s bag 
it’s not such a crazy thing. Replace that ugly 
lunchpail and do away with your toolbox! Dolce 
Well, actually, you might be beaten if you show zm 4 
up a job site with a Prada bag full of tools—but 
even Prada has done the most exquisite toolkit for your car with the 
tools covered in leather. Just try to add some style to the choice of bag 
that you carry. People do notice these things, after all! W 


Burberry 
} bo 


After working in the trenches of high-end retail for eleven years as a 
buyer and consultant, Steven Rozon has returned to university to 
pursue a degree in Communications. 


for some, hair loss is no laughing matter! 


Need advice? Call the experts 


U 


Hair Recovery Centre 
Calgary 403 228 3943 Vancouver 604 871 0111 
www.hairloss.com 


OBO Call (403) 228-115 
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BOOK/MOVIE REVIEW 


Blue Heaven: A Comedy of Errors 
Review by Dale Smith, Calgary, AB 


Until very recently, the current canon of gay literature 
seemed to fall into one of three categories: anguished, 
| heart-breaking tales of coming out; anguished, heart- 


Francisco in the seventies. Sure, a lot of these noyels are 
# great, but after so long it all gets a bit tiresome. So, 
imagine my surprise when Joe Keenan's novel Blue Heaven 
didn’t fit into any of these three categories. 


Set in New York during the late-eighties, Blue Heaven follows the antics of a small group 
of people who end up trying to bilk a Duchess and a mob-related family for gifts in a 
staged wedding. At the centre of this wedding is Gilbert Selwyn, notorious gay “novelist” 
who has yet to commit words to paper, and Moira Finch, scheming straight girl notorious 
for her bad investments. Drawn:into their web of deceit is the book’s narrator, Philip 


Cavanaugh, Gilbert’s best friend and former lover, who is roped into being best man. The. 


group becomes.a foursome as Philip enlists the aid of his writing partner, Claire, who soon 
adopts the role of his beard in order to keep suspicion off of Gilbert. 


The phrase of the day is “comedy of errors”? The scheme to get married suddenly 
spins out of control when one of Gilbert’s former rivals gets involved in the scheme to 
discredit Gilbert (not believing Gilbert’s “conversion” to heterosexuality), and Moira’s 
friend Vulpina is spurned in the details. By the time Claire becomes involved, their suspi- 
cions about Gilbert’s family are proved true, and Moira turns out to be scheming on 
entirely different levels. (Claire’s priceless line is “Satan may be the Father of Lies, but 
when Satan’s busy, Moira baby-sits.”) As the attempts at damage control escalate, and the 
scheme’s complexity multiplies exponentially, things go horribly wrong. 


Joe Keenan’s style is light, conversational and, with Philip narrating directly to the 
reader, it makes the whole story more personable. The biography mentions that Keenan 
worked as a supervising producer on the television show Frasier, and it is easy to see 


where many of the same sensibilities can be found. The narrative style gives us familiar 


descriptions and allows for a great deal to be seen in the reader’s mind. The entire cast 
of supporting characters is a riot, from the ever-present local gossip-monger, Holly, to 
vengeful exes, a dangerous and colourful extended family, and eventual co-conspirators. 


Each of these characters. are also given.a unique voice, which really. brings them all.to-life- - » 


For Keenan to have plotted out the hugely elaborate scheme is a feat in itself, but to have 
pulled it all together with such a vibrant cast of characters is a true achievement, and one 
that makes this an extremely great read that’s light, easy on the anguish and full of laughs. 


The social commentary on contemporary gay life is subtle, yet still present, and it 
would be very easy to compare Keenan to a modern-day See with a plot that 
rivals that of An Ideal Husband, only more blatantly gay. C 
in the capacity of Gilbert and Philip discussing why Gilb 

“straight” as opposed to “bi” for the wedding, or Gilbert's step- 
unlike most of the people in his line of work, he respected “the gays s so long 2 as they did 
not lie and lead double-lives”, help give this witty hs a surprising amount of weight for 
a simple comedy of errors. And any book that leaves you with something more than just 
a shallow laugh or a few empty tears is a worthwhile read indeed. 
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breaking tales about people dying of AIDS; and the ever- . 
popular look back at the hey-day of gay life in San ~ 


Urban Legends—Tales of the City 


Review by Ryan T. Porter, Toronto, ON 


Amistead Maupin’s 1978 novel Tales of the City is 
legendary, but it’s a pretty suspicious legend. It’s the 
legend of a brazen novel that detailed San Fran’s 
underground in all its homo-decadent splendour, 
unafraid to shout, “I’m here, I’m queer, and get 
used to reading me, honey!” Its subject matter 
was so steamy, ev the 1994 PBS mini-seri 
spawned by Tales was 

from Middle Amer‘ 
loyal fanatics (after t 
the characters liv 


€ compared 
the masses 
and ends 
ds across 


flickety-flick three pages each (the re 
to For Better Or For Worse in terms. 
nor the followi 


other vignettes, tangling together a chunky-sized. 
ev of drama, mayhem a d frivolity to stand-in fo. 


chapters. | Not quite a ga 
mothership. By today’s stan 
prime-time tokenism of Survive 


As for the cult following, | 
with great lines like, “In this t 
shuts up.” Maupin’s a master at p 
pages, even sharp writing gets dull with 
the weight of the story falls on the char 
ever-lasting bottle of Creme De Menthe, : 
doesn’t push far enough past her same-nai 
fied. 

Tales of the City is a delightful read, especially if you don’t n 
intellectual stimulation in your life. It has also- remained largely its r 
year reign, with themes of friends as family and big city loneliness still getting unpacked in 
our 2st century culture. But while its flighty fun is fabulous, its stompy, clichéed approach 
to tenderness can’t cart the emotional weight this novel needs to drive the number 
home. But, like a jar of icing, it remains a tasty little diversion from any real meal. 


The Birdcage—Trés American 
Review by Dale Smith, Calgary, AB 


The Birdcage is widely held to be a movie that, above 
all, is good for an evening of laughs. Following the story 
of a gay couple (a nightclub owner and his drag queen 
partner), who agree to play straight for an evening on 
behalf of their son for his upcoming wedding, The 


ic Pee) 
va 


The 0 if 


French play La Cage au Folles. The in-laws are a 
Republican senator from Ohio, his wife and their 
daughter (played by a pre-Ally McBeal Callista 
-Flockhart): The whole ensemble is forced-to- overcome 
their prejudices against one another for the sake of their 
children. But looking deeper, is it really the triumph that 
it is lauded to be? 


“The Funniest Comedy 
Youll See This Year!" 


"For years, an American version of the play was 
er came to. fruition, until director Mike Nichols cast Robin Williams for 
ert. To his surprise, Williams turned down the role of flamboyant Albert in 
Armand, wanting to try something different and more elegant. Cast instead as 
Albert was the still-closeted Nathan Lane. Their combined reputations of being able to 
“cut-up” the screen were sure to be a hit, but to hedge their bets, the studio decided to 
begin playing things “safe” (read: straight), especially when it came to marketing. Thus, 
Nathan Lane appears in a suit on theatrical posters, even though he only was in one on 
screen for less than five minutes, and the trailers were fashioned as to not mention the 
words “gay”, ‘drag queen”, or similar. It relied entirely on straight (or closeted, as in Lane’s 
case) actors. Even the drag queen performers were not real drag queens, but straight 


discu 


dancers made-up in drag. The movie relied on star power to bring in an audience that 
otherwise would have skipped the movie. 


Characters within the film also tended towards the extremes: gay characters are 
almost all drag queens or otherwise extremely flamboyant, while nearly all straight 
characters are portrayed as virulently Right-wing conservatives who are not only intol- 
erant of gays, but Jews, people of colour and women who aren’t housewives. The stereo- 
type of the gay character as the source of amusement is still very much prevalent here. 
The only two somewhat “balanced” perspectives come from Val and Barbara, the couple 
to be married. 


It tended to be this set of extremes that the movie relied much of its humour upon- 
they couldn’t have just gay or straight characters, they had to have such extremes that 
the clash of cultures was where the comedy of errors derived from. Now, don’t get me 
wrong—l happen to like a comedy of errors. What | object to is the fact that it wasn’t 
just a comedy based on a simple misunderstanding or a little white lie—it was a big 
whopping lie that blew entirely out of control to play into a society of intolerance. 


The source of some of this humour was also very American, in that it doesn’t trans- 
late too universally. The reliance on liberal/conservative, Democrat/Republican jokes are 
of very little consequence to non-Americans. In Canada, even our most Right-wing polit- 
ical parties are still liberal compared to most American ones. There was also the 
American cinematic technique of heaping oppression. In American movies, there are 
seldom just “gay” characters—they almost always end up being both gay and Jewish. 
Not that there’s anything wrong with that—a close friend of mine is both Jewish and gay, 
but the fact that American cinema uses this deyice ad nauseum p must, lead the American 

ublic to think that all gay men are Jewish, or vice- very Md 


t, | feel, is the biggest disappointment. It didn’t stop the Hollywood press 
about famous actors playing gay characters. It didn’t stop the endless 


Note to readers:With the exception of minor spelling error and punctuation corrections, all material 
in the RSVP finalist showcase appears as submitted. While the selections published in this edition of 
Outlooks qualify as the top three in each category, they do not appear in any order specific to their rank 
in the competition. Winners will be announced and re-published in the March, 2003 issue of the 
magazine. All judges decisions are final. aie: , 


Judges: 


Book/Movie Review | = : Spe 


Janine Fuller is the manager of little Sister's Book and Art Emporium in Vancouver. After years of homophobic 
__ attacks on the store and throughout the media storm that surrounded the Canada Customs fight, she became known 
across Canada for her stoicism anc ice in the face of adversity. 


eye for exceptional written material in his Boslion as the head book buyer 
Vancouver. 


Mark MacDonald has developed ak 
for Little sister’s Book and Art Empori 


Poetry : 
John Barton has published eight award-winning books of poetry, including Hypothesis (House of Anansi, 2001). He 
lives in Ottawa where he co-edits Arc; Canada’s National Poetry Magazine and is editor in chief of Vernissage:The Magazine 
of the National Gallery of Canada. 

Norm Sacuta’s first collection of poetry, Garments of the Known, was published in 2001 by Nightwood Editions. It 
was nominated for the Henry Kriesel Award from the Alberta Writers’ Guild as the best book by a first-time author. 
His fiction and poetry has Eppes ed) in numerous Pp and anthologies. He is at work on his first novel and lives 


in Edmonton. “ph is Oy { neat 
Nancy Jo Cullen's first book of poetry is Ae Fiction Saint. She is currently at work on her secohd collection a 
series of poems about Calgary’s famous madam Pear! Miller. 


Humour 


Billeh Nickerson Eilts Western Canada’s eldest literary. journal, PRISM. international. His first book, The Asthmatic 
'Glassblower and Other Poems was nominated for the 2002 Publishing Triangle’s Gay Men's poetry prize.A new collection 
___ of essays, Let ‘Me Kiss it Better: Elixirs for the not so straight and narrow was released this past fall. In the Spring'2004, 
* Skank: a Book’ of Questionable Tastes, an anthology he co-edited with Michael V. Smith, will be released by Arsenal Pulp 


__ Press. ? ) : : 
Cindy Filipenko, the former editor of the queer magazines XtralWest’ (1993-1996) and The Buzz, is currently 
employing her writing skills as story editor on the 13-episode animated, serialized version of Kenneth Oppel’s best- 

* selling youth novel, Silverwing. Cindy has worked in television since graduating from Vancouver Film School's classical 
_ animation program in 1998. Her animation writing credits include the award-winning The Mr. Dink Show (2001) and The 


re Christmas Orange (2002). She is also story editor of Women of My Life, an upcoming live-action eo from Straight 
From the Suburbs director/writer Carole Ducharme. ; i 


cartoonist: for: SunMedia and. winne \ Dunlop ie is a member of 
both the AAE nd ACI er cartoon strip, Us and Them, is published rough Mee | Pres syndicate: 
j Social Commentary : 
Gilles Marchildon wae recently appointed executive director of Egale (Equality for Gays And Lesbians Everywhere). 


Prior to that, he was well known in Winnipeg and beyond for his four-year stint as editor and publisher of Swerve 
newsmagazine, as well as for founding and promoting the queer film festival, Reel Pride. { 


. Susan Dewar. is an.edi 


Jim Deva is the co-owner of Little Sister's Book and art Emporium in Vancouver. Always community-minded, Mr. 
Deva became more acutely aware of the state of GLBT human rights in Canada when his store was caught in a bitter 
censorship battle with Canada Customs. i 


205 8th Avenue SW 


saturday 5-10pm 
closed sundays 
for RSVP call: 


403.232.8750 


Pagers 
7 ine Sta tan C utsine 


EXPIRATION 


00/00 Master@ard 
ROBERT SMITH 


APPLY ONLINE NOW! 
AY Www. OU TLOOKS. CA 


4) 1 | 


fee yt) 


1 


OuUTLGQKS February 2003 23 


POETRY : spotting the gender rebels is easy as pie— 
Kevin of lisp and wit pinks himself off the scale via violin, A 
How to Get Oil from Vegetable By Suzanne Dawson, Edmonton, AB Janice, who can belch the alphabet in one go, takes trumpet, 


and me, cigarello-smoker in the park, | pick trombone. 


| am vegetable, There’s wafflers, too—snug-corduroyed David on clarinet, 
laying still, lusting. Kerry toning down the brass on french horn, 


Cauliflower clumsy 


on your rumpled tongue, 


my hair slick with & we can all grow up to be a : 
slug juice. You burrow. anything at all. ie 

| am bright honeyed carrot, Photograph of the Future 

glistening sweet, ; : est 

penetrating into the crevices The moon is a W 

of your earth. You plough everywhere sta 


for the quake of my He makes his w: 


carotene blaze. 


lam sleek like string bean, 
stretching my toes ‘ 
into long green nubs, curling 
with your touch 

as you worm across and slip 


into me, silently take my seeds. 


lam corn, crisp, 

sun-kissed. Husked by your 
roughness, my silk falls 

onto filthy factory floors. Squeezing, 
you press me piece by piece 


into disgust. 


lam oil, 


»pure virgin slapped So = = 
into plaque-sticky arteries, : ; . Be 
the oranges, yellows, greens on ers! = 


sucked from my marrow. | am scum 


dripping on sallow yellow Formica. 


| am sludge, - See - 
a smear Z your skin. Visit Western Canada’s Largest 
Poster Selection 


My stench—rancid— 


beads on your fist, 


grease floating like death 


on your stolen vegetable nectar. 
The Whole Brass Band By Anne Fleming, Vancouver, BC _ 


You know you sex them, don’t you— 


tittering piccolo right on down to tuba, 
a whole brass band of either-or— 
wanking sax & sweet-talking baritone, 


» that waif of an’oboe, her pouchy-eyed bassoon bro, 


those breathy flutes & stripling trumpets— 


1osnyoH &@ PER I-EE8I * OIDUDYDN ou aqy [vja0d 1], 


1409 - 11 Street S.W., Calgary, Alberta 
229-0220 
www.printscharming.com 1-877-460-3851 
We ship throughout North America 


all of ‘em pink or blue as baby blankets. 


So it’s grade four & time to pick instruments & 
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HUMOUR 


New Zealand 
By Julia Stretch, on semester break in New Zealand 


| left Canada at the beginning of July to complete the final semester of my degree at the 
University of Waikato. Having now spent one month in New Zealand, | have gained some under- 
standing of the country and its people which | will now share: 


After my first few days in New Zealand, | had acquired one dominant impression of the country: 
that it is cold. | had an almost constant chill. One of my first purchases was a pair of long johns. July 
is winter in New Zealand, but winter in New Zealand is very mild compared to Canadian winter. 
Flowers bloom, citrus fruit ripens on trees, and snow is rare. On a typical winter day in New 
Zealand, the high temperature would be 15 degrees Celsius, the low 10 degrees Celsius. 


Consider, however, that 10 or I5 degrees Celsius is the temperature inside many buildings, 
including the hostel in which | was residing, as well as outside. It is as though many New Zealanders 
have decided that their country is warm enough to render significant heating unnecessary, year 
‘round. They maintain this resolution in the face of cool temperatures and even a rare snowfall. After 
a chilly first night, | approached the manager of the hostel where | was staying. He indicated the 
heating system for the hostel:a device of the same size and evidently the same approximate heating 
Capacity as a two-slice toaster. He responded to my complaints with misguided sympathy: 


“Well, you might not be used to the cold, where you're from.” 


This hapless manager was utterly ignorant of the indignation and defensiveness one inevitably 
provokes if one questions a Canadian’s tolerance of the cold. Is anything more central to the 
Canadian identity than the right to consider ourselves hardier than residents of warmer countries? 


“Mister, I'm from Canada. | was a long track speed skater. | have experienced cold the likes of 
which you have never seen. | have competed, wearing little more than spandex, at speed skating 
meets where it was forty degrees below Celsius, during which | could have completed ice sculp- 
tures using, as tools, only my nipples. | know from cold. Canada is, in fact, so cold that my forefa- 
thers, upon reaching the country, decided to construct houses with insulation and central heating, 
in an effort to establish room temperature as a temperature different from that of outside, a 
concept that is, ’m sure, quite alien to you.” 3 


As many lesbians are no doubt already aware, Xena: Warrior Princess was filmed in New 
Zealand. | now wonder if it was not simply because towering Amazon extras were easy to find; tall 
women are common here. It isn’t a matter of race; New Zealand is a racial mixed bag, like Canada. 
Except that, in Canada, one seldom encounters a woman over 5’10” while here, a woman who 
stands six feet is considered tall, but not freakishly so. Clearly, there are steroids in their groceries 
somewhere; could be the beef, could be the milk, but something makes them grow. Picking a fight 
with a chick in a bar is a riskier business, as one may face a considerable reach disadvantage. 


Of course, | was eager to discover what it meant to be gay in New Zealand. ! discovered that — 


New Zealand’s attitudes toward homosexuality are fairly similar to that of Alberta: there is an 
undercurrent of intolerance in rural areas and politicians drag their feet on issues such as gay 
marriage, but there is increasing acceptance and freedom in urban areas, and openly homophobic 
behavior is rare. There are support groups and social clubs throughout New Zealand that continue 


to make it a friendlier place for its GLBT population. The Lesbian Ball, held in Wellington annually, 


is always a posh affair. | am also pleased to note that gay men in New Zealand are free to form the 
sort of groups that only men could devise, such as NZJOG:The New Zealand Jerk-Off Group (“Gay 
men on the Kapiti Coast and greater Wellington area now have a venue for group j/o sessions.”) 


New Zealand and Canada are actually quite similar in that both struggle to maintain an identity 
distinct from that of a large country near them that exerts a strong cultural influence. As we all 
know, Canada is heavily influenced by the sitcoms, popular music and fast food of our neighbour to 
the south: Mexico. 


Of course, | mean that Canadians are heavily influenced by American culture. We eagerly 
consume American popular entertainment, but we nevertheless wish to maintain a cultural identity 
distinct from theirs. We think of Americans as loud, ignorant self-absorbed cheese-heads who are 
unable to appreciate hockey. While abroad, we are insulted if people assume we are American. 


New Zealanders think of Aussies as loud, ignorant, self-absorbed meat-heads and inferior rugby 
players. They are considerably insulted if, while abroad, people assume they are Australian. New 
Zealanders identify with the average Canadian’s nationalism. They may still mistake you for 
American, but will apologize profusely and with genuine understanding once informed of their 
mistake. They're not big fans of Americans either, because Americans remind them of Aussies. 


| have discovered that New Zealand is a friendly place where a Canadian will feel welcome. No 
doubt | will learn much more about New Zealand and its people in the months to come. For now, 
| will turn on the toaster, curl up with a nice Amazon and try to ignore what the dozen or so gay 
guys in the next room are up to. 


Telling It Straight to Mom 

By Jeremy Parkes, Toronto, ON 

“But how should | introduce Mark?” 

My mom was phoning me to make final arrangements for my visit home to her gala 20th wedding 
anniversary, a bonanza event she’d been preparing for the past three months with my dad, and it 
was less than five days away. 

This was to be a special day for my parents and mom was leaving nothing to chance. She'd been 
hopping around with militant vigour since her preparations began, organizing the catering, making 
wine and scrubbing her house down with more precision than the cleaning unit of an ER ward. She'd 
decreed the spotless areas of the house off-limits to any family member until her guests were to 
arrive on the big day. 

Which meant even taking a piss in the downstairs washroom would be no less sacrilegious than 
breaking the seal of the Virgin Mary. 

And despite my mother’s best intentions to be liberal, letting my new boyfriend Mark tag along 
with me to the big bash was stressing her out a lot more, | suspect, than she was willing to let on. 

“1 only ask about the whole introduction thing because,” she said, carefully choosing her next 
words, “many of my friends don’t know you're gay.” 

Hey, | know I’ve made some stellar progress with my mother; she'd only recently been able to 


say “gay” without it sounding like the word was being yanked forcibly from her throat with the jaws 
of life. Still, | knew by asking how she ought to introduce my boyfriend to her friends, she was 


looking for an easy way out. There wouldn’t even be a question if it was my girlfriend. Though | 
appreciated that my sexuality must still be difficult for her to accept, | stood firm. 


“Just introduce him as my boyfriend,” | replied, trying to sound as if the answer was obvious 
(which, of course, it was). 


But the silence on the other end of the line told me what I already knew. This was scaring her. 


Indeed, | felt guilty for adding another element of stress to her planning duties. But what else 
could | do? | couldn’t give in by offering her a way out. 


“I don’t know if I’m comfortable doing that, Jeremy. | mean, can’t | just introduce him as your 
friend?” 


As if the distinction of “friend” sans prefix “boy” would make a difference to scrutinizing guests. 
A 28-year-old man bringing another man to his parent's wedding anniversary screams fag—and we 
both knew it. May as well be open about the whole sordid, sinful affair. After all, | wasn’t quite 
planning to clear the table of hors d’oeuvres and dip Mark in my arms after a lewd table dance. But 
| wasn’t going to hide anything either. 

Fearing | was stretching the envelope too far, | had a change of heart. 1 wouldn’t make her say 
“boyfriend.” 


“Mom, | have the perfect plan. Why don’t you introduce me as your son and I'll quickly take over 
the social reigns and introduce Mark as my boyfriend.” 


“Okay... that sounds better,” she replied. She was relieved, but only partially. Conflicted between 
a situation she’s had to increasingly face over the years (in direct proportion to my comfort in being 
gay), and her desire to do what's morally right: Namely, support her son in whatever he chooses to 
do or be. Sometimes this conflict spilled into our own relationship, but not often. 


Regardless, a compromise had been reached during this phone call. The treaty had been signed. 


With her on board, ! wondered if | was myself. Just what had | gotten myself into? Was | mentally 
equipped, in a small house packed with unknown straights (some who’ve seen me grow up), to 
introduce anyone as my boyfriend—at least without 20 pints of blood rushing to my face with every 
new introduction? 


Or would | remain in a perpetual state of flushed, rosy-cheek wonder the entire evening, 
prompting my parents’ guests to wonder if their hosts’ son was really a sagging lush—and a 
homosexual to boot? 


In the end, working the room with Mark was far more entertaining than | ever would have 
imagined. 


“Oh, and who's your friend?” a friend of my parents asked. 
“This is my partner, Mark.” 


A quick look of confusion and then, understanding Mark was no “business” partner, the party 
guest—as many invariably would—responded by nearly breaking into song with her best, I’m totally 
cool with the whole gay thing voice: 


“Oh, well isn’t that wonderful!” she exclaimed, clutching her bonbons noticeably firmer than 
before. 


My mother later told me that by the end of the night she actually felt relief that all her friends 


finally knew about me. It meant she didn’t have to tell them herself. 


| had pushed the envelope a wee bit further with my mom, but more importantly, with myself. 


Not Tonight, Dear, | Have a Wristache 
by Melinda Johnston, Vancouver, BC 


“What activities are you involved in outside of your employment? Please provide details of any 
sports, hobbies, or other recreational activities and how often you participate in these activities. 
Are your symptoms affecting your enjoyment of such activities?” This was one of the many 
questions the W.C.B. asked on its |3-page form, designed to assess the damage to my wrists 
inflicted by my former job as a glorified spell-checker. A few things sprang to mind instantly: | 
couldn’t ride my bike, lift weights, type, handwrite, cook, clean (not that | minded), play my guitar, 
hold heavy books, or have sex with the vigorous attention to detail | was accustomed to. 


As | filled out the form, wrists throbbing (why do they expect people with wrist problems to 
fill out a 13-page form anyway?), | debated whether to include that last item on my list. 


True, it was one of my favourite activities, one which occupied a good deal of my spare time, 
and my ability to do it was being severely compromised by my injury. | am not a passive, lay-on-my- 
back-and-try-not-to-break-a-nail type. | throw myself into the act whole-heartedly. | leave no curve 
untouched. But all my enthusiastic exploration was beginning to take a real toll on my wrists. Just 
think of the stoking, rubbing, kneading, tickling, teasing, touching, thrusting, penetrating, pressing and 
petting that accompanies great sex.All of it very hard on the wrists. Sometimes my wrists began to 
ache halfway through second base—with all the exploration of clit and cunt yet to come. Rubbing 
a clit is hard work, damn it, involving a lot of muscle strength, stamina and fine motor control. All 
of which | was currently lacking. It wasn’t as if | could wear my wrist braces while doing the act. 


For a time, | thought fisting was the answer—after all, moist heat is good for injured parts, 
right? But the thrusting, swirling motion my lover liked best made my wrists throb harder than her 
clit. 


| did consider the upside of the injury—perhaps the universe was giving me an opportunity to 
practice my oral skills. Which | did. But let’s face it, ladies and gentlemen, the tongue only has so 
much stamina. 


There was no getting around it. My bad wrists were curtailing my love life. Perhaps | wasn’t 
alone. Could it be that lesbian bed death has as much to do with carpal tunnel syndrome as it does 
with too much closeness and those sisterly feelings? | felt | should be compensated—with several 
million, at least. Of course, first | would have to tell the nice folks at the W.C.B. Perhaps my claim 
would be assessed by a sympathetic dyke who would rush me into therapy. | had a vision of myself 
at fully equipped rehabilitation centre, working with a cute therapist eager to restore my prowess. 
Mmmm. 


On the other hand, as Carellin Brooks, a Vancouver writer, once pointed out, lesbian sexual 
practices don’t have the same prominence as the much-dreaded phenomenon of erectile dysfunc- 
tion. Not to mention the fact that I’m a raving coward who has yet to mention my difficulties to 
my kindly physiotherapist, who keeps asking, “Do you have any specific concerns?” 


In the end, | wrote: writing, reading, biking and weightlifting, with a long sob story about how 
my enjoyment of said activities was destroyed. 


But, if my claim is approved, I’m spending my first check on sex toys. 
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SOCIAL COMMENTARY 


Canada is one of a handful of world leaders in progressive 
GLBT human rights—agree or disagree? 


Reaching Inward 
By Jen Buxton, Edmonton 


A small group of countries are in the forefront of human rights legislation, and now more than 
ever it appears that Canada may be leading that pack. Numerous recent court rulings show a 
growing trend of legislating in favour of gays and lesbians. The question really is, do we as Canadians 
own our responsibility as a world leader in the capacity that we should? The general idea is that 
we are now heading towards an era of acceptance. However, we must stop to reflect on the extent 
to which this is true and face the factors that genuinely limit the queer people of Canada. | 
acknowledge that youth are feeling safer to come out at a younger and younger age, thus limiting 
the instances of cover-up heterosexual relationships and years of denial. | appreciate that we are 
in a time when same-sex marriage is even being discussed, and that immigration law is being re- 
examined. However, | also know in my heart that equality is far from being achieved anytime soon. 
lam still not safe late at night to hold my partner’s hand, and more often than not | find bookstores 
shelving gay and lesbian books in the “self-help” section as though there is an affliction to prevail 
over. | am still constantly faced with the dilemma of what to do when | fill out an official form that 
only grants me the option to check off married or single. Is it so wrong that | don’t want to fall 
silent, and that | feel the constant need to create a box that says “other” or better yet “partnered?” 
| feel like | am part of a dying breed that still believes that the amour of work that is still left to 
be done is immeasurable; that the battle is far from over. 


The supremacy in where we stand is that, should Canada grant rights such as same-sex marriage, 
other countries would most likely follow suit. In essence, we have a global as well as an internal 
responsibility to be the best activists we can to bring about the changes needed. In doing this we 
must recognize our strengths as a community and accept the fact that we will make some mistakes 
along the way. This is not the time for indifference or casting blame whether it is on society, the 
government, or even a school system that consistently fails to work towards inclusiveness. This is 
a time for reflecting, looking inward, and looking beyond. | would suggest that this is the most exhil- 
arating time to be queer in Canada, but our greatest limitation is our inability as a community to 
listen to the voices of everyone and Jearn from each other. 


One of the biggest obstacles in the pursuit for equality truly is an internal one. It is my affir- 


mation that the deadliest setback we currently face is an ever-growing generation gap within our — 
community. Merging together the wisdom of experience with the enthusiasm of youth is a — 


prevailing and essential combination. Many present Canadian legal disputes require that we figure 
out very hastily how to work together. Same-sex marriage is an immense right! The impact of 
decisions like the one pending in the supreme court right now on marriage legislation, assuming 


our government is not actually bigoted enough to stop it from even being heard in trial, is going to — 


have a ripple affect through all generations not just those wanting to marry now. 


The founding members of Canada’s ever-growing gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) 
community must realize that if the history isn’t shared and the torch isn’t passed, then colossal 
bodies of work will die when they do. Maybe the youth of today have it easier, but maybe in some 
ways they have it harder as well. We are on the cusp of huge changes that could fall either way. 
The bottom line is that the youth feel resented by the older queer community, the population that 
is most likely to serve as mentors, but seem unable to get over the feeling that perhaps genera- 
tions x and y haven't paid their dues. The stereotyping and prejudice amongst us needs to stop 
now! | believe as members of the Canadian queer community we have the power to decide our 
own fate. The major battles are won when people unite and celebrate commonalities while 
acknowledging and respecting differences. Quite often, the driving forces behind many triumphant 
campaigns and legal disputes often do not even share the same vision. This is a reality that needs 
to be embraced. There is as much diversity within the GLBT community as there is in the general 
population, and this is more of a strength than it is a limitation. Let us celebrate that we all have 
a different vision, but know that we can still strive toward a universal goal. 


Not every queer person is going to want to be an activist. Not every queer person is even going 
to like the word queer, but | think in essence we all want a lot of the same things: dignity, respect 
and equality. | think every person in their thirties and beyond needs to consider the potential value 
of the youth contributions. Ultimately, the youth are the ones that are going to have to live with 
the repercussions of some of the potentially life-altering legal decisions being made today. In the 
same manner, many youth need to grow up and see that the changes that have made their lives 
easier than they would have been twenty and thirty years ago are because of the older members 
of the community. We owe them our undying gratitude for fighting the fight at a time when for 
many it meant risking everything. Just as the feminists of the women’s movement paved the way 
for the women of today, the activists of Stonewall and beyond have paved the way for us. On behalf 
of queer youth everywhere | thank you. It is my hope that we will continue our quest for equality 
and acceptance in Canada and beyond together. W 


Two Cheers For Canada 

By Toby Zanin, Toronto, ON 

“What the public really loathes in homosexuality is not the thing itself but having to think about 
it.’ —E.M Forster 


For the first half of the 20th century, citizens in the western democracies enjoyed the cruel 
luxury of not having to think about, let alone acknowledge the existence of, their homosexual 
follow citizens. State sanctioned persecution at worst, or indifference at best, was the fate that this 
substantial but largely invisible minority endured. 


The veils of ignorance and prejudice surrounding homosexuality began to be lifted in the late 
1950s with the publication of the landmark Wolfsden Report in England, which advocated the 
decriminalization of consensual homosexual conduct. The seeds of a more benign attitude towards 
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gays was slightly later arriving in North America and came about largely as a by-product of the 
ongoing sexual revolution in which the baby-boomer generation, with new technologies (the pill) 
and more modern ideologies (feminism, civil rights) in hand, began to question the traditional and 
rigidly defined gender, family and sexual roles. In Canada, Pierre Trudeau was a reflection (if not 
always in the vanguard) of this emerging attitude of cosmopolitanism. As Justice Minister, Trudeau 
made his political reputation by modernizing and liberalizing Canadian laws on divorce, abortion 
and homosexual conduct and when he famously observed that “the state has no business in the 
bedrooms of the nation”, he summed up an emerging generational ethos. 


Against this fragile progressive political background, gays in the nineteen-sixties began to self- 
consciously identify themselves as such and started to demand far-reaching changes in Canadian 
laws as they related to their civil and legal rights. Although most of these early attempts at polit- 
ical and legal reform initially failed, these gay rights pioneers were able to bequeath to subsequent 
generations a legacy of raised political consciousness, a greater profile in a once indifferent polit- 
ical arena and a viable lobbying infrastructure. 


During the eighties, gay activists and their allies took advantage of the decentralized nature of 
the Canadian federation and opportune political circumstances (namely the defeats of conserva- 
tively inclined governments in Quebec in 1976 and in Ontario in 1985) and concentrated their 
efforts on fighting police bathhouse raid related harassment and on securing the passage of human 
rights legislation. The success of these efforts had the ultimate effect of ‘normalizing’ the gay rights 
debate as part of the regular and ongoing democratic dialogue. As a consequence of these debates 
and the resulting media coverage they produced, Canadians as a rule became more aware of the 
struggles for gay rights. Public opinion data mirrored these trends with the approval of homosex- 
uality rising from 28 percent in 1975 to 48 percent in the key 18-34 year old demographic age 
group, while over 80 percent of Canadians polled in 1990 agreed with the statement that 
‘homosexuals are entitled to the same rights as other Canadians’. In 2001 a study found that 64 
percent of Canadians agreed that same sex marriages should be legally recognized. 


The adoption of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms proved to be a significant, if occasionally 
problematic, vehicle for the advancement of gay rights. Initially excluded from Charter protections, 
gays and their allies lobbied for inclusion and court rulings at mid-decade ‘read’ gay rights under 
the umbrella of section 15 of the Charter. The various levels of the Canadian judiciary in their 
rulings have been generally sympathetic to the advancement of gay rights, most notably in cases 
that allowed gays to serve openly in the military (1992), to adopt children (1995) and to receive 
protection afforded by Ontario family law (1999). Other rulings applied human rights protection 
to teachers serving in the private sector (1998) and extended marriage rights to same-sex couples 
(2002). 


Admittedly, some Canadian court rulings have gone against the cause of gay rights, most notably 


_ the Egan case (1995), which denied spousal benefits to a gay partner. These occasional judicial 
_ setbacks have led some critics in the gay community to question the political utility of a gay rights 
“strategy that is based narrowly on legal activism. Ideally, of course, a successful gay rights strategy 


is one in which a fully engaged political activist base complements and strengthens the work under- 
taken by its legal representatives. Ultimately it would be a costly mistake for the partisans of gay 
rights to abandon or scale down their work in the legal arena, since this is an area in which Charter 
Canadians have shown increasing support for issues dealing with civil liberties. 


This brief overview highlights the extent to which Canada has evolved and become a leader in 
progressive gay politics. The federal government's recent decision to allow gay partners to sponsor 
one another in immigration cases and the Quebec government's decision to establish registration 
partnerships puts Canada in the forefront of the gay rights struggle once again. Certainly our 
nation’s record is favourable when contrasted with the United States, where a much stronger and 
politically viable anti-gay Christian fundamentalist constituency still enjoys the power to veto 
progressively inclined legislation. The Canadian record also contrasts favourably with EU nations, 
perhaps with the exception of the more progressive states of Sweden and the Netherlands. 


Despite all the progress that has been made in terms of gay rights, work remains to be done on 
an overcrowded agenda, particularly in the areas of combating overzealous Canadian Customs 
censorship of gay materials, securing a more generous and stable source of AIDS prevention 
funding, and mobilizing a larger and more politically activist constituency to move gay rights 
forward. 


Still, in the struggle that lies ahead for homosexual equality, gays and their allies can draw upon 
considerable resources, ranging from a rich heritage of gay activism and general support of gay 
rights from four of five of Canada’s federal parties to public opinion that is reflective of enduring 
Canadian values (a belief in a modern and activist state) and a generally supportive judiciary. These 
varied societal elements suggest that the emancipation of gay lives will continue into the 2Ist 
century. W 


Protection for All? 
By Nick Matte, Victoria, BC 


We all struggle for equality and want to believe we have achieved a certain measure of accept- 
ance in Canadian society. But whether you enjoy human rights protection as a member of the 
GLBT community really depends on who you are, what you want, and where you live. While it is 
important to be proud of the ways in which our brothers and sisters have fought for and achieved 
human rights protection, it is also our responsibility to educate ourselves about the issues facing 
those of us who do not enjoy these same levels of protection. 


Let’s start with who you are and what you want. This is probably the hardest consideration, 
because as we all know, a community as diverse as ours has many very different needs. Some of 
us may feel that it is sufficient that we be protected against employment discrimination, while 
others may feel that it is important that we be able to access our partner's pensions and benefits. 
Still others may focus on their right to be legally married. And yet many Canadians remain 
convinced that even these marginal advances are not acceptable. Recent news about Ontario's 
challenge to the Supreme Court ruling that denial of same-sex marriage is unconstitutional is a 
prime example. 


Many non-GLBT Canadians can understand it when we want the same rights as them, but when 
we start thinking about issues that don’t apply to non-GLBT folks, it becomes even more difficult 
for us to argue for (and thus achieve) true equality. For example, being attacked on the basis of 


perceived sexual orientation is not something most straight people have to worry about in their 
lives, so many find it difficult to understand the need, perhaps, for special policing protection against 
bashers. And yet, our safety is just as important as anyone else’s. While this problem exists for any 
minority, and also exists within our own community, it is not insurmountable, and we must choose 
to work against in all levels of society. 


When we think about the issues for which we have been fighting, we must consider the motiva- 
tion behind acheiving these goals. Many of the struggles that have resulted in the most acceptance 
and success are rooted in the experience of white, middle or upper-class, educated, “mainstream” 
gays and lesbians. However, in order to really look at whether we have really been world class 
leaders of human rights protection for GLBT people, we need to look at the experience of the 
more marginalized members of our communities. We are only as strong as our ability to protect 
our most vulnerable. And when we consider this fact, the echo of our advances is indeed quite 
shallow. 


If you are poor, not-white, have a low level of education, or are living in a rural area with limited 
acess to services, safety or support, you have probably never experienced the protection of equality 
and human rights laws. In fact, if you are not gay or lesbian, you can not even really expect to be 
included in most discussions of “your rights.” You will likely have had the experience of being 
invited to speak about GLBT rights, only to find that no one realizes that GLBT does not just mean 
gay or lesbian or that you are in fact assumed to be gay. This is your safe space. These are the 
people protecting your human rights. For example, transgendered people have almost no protec- 
tion against abuse and discrimination, let alone the security of access to respectful and safe health 
care (a primary concern of many transsexuals) or support space within GLBT centres and commu- 
nities. 

Whether we consider advances to be substantial or insufficient really depends on how high we 
set our hopes, and how much we assume the dark reality of discrimination to be ‘normal. Much of 
our own internalized homophobia works against us as we try to believe that we have ‘won’ when 
the reality of so many of our experiences shows that we have a long way to go. It is true that 
people all over the world suffer imprisonment, violence and other terrible fates simply because 
they are queer. However, if we are to find true peace in our society, we must focus on the poten- 
tial positive changes within our own grasp. The question really should not be whether Canada has 
been perceived by others as a leader of GLBT human rights, but how members of our community 
have experienced inequality and how that can be improved. This question, of course, is funda- 
mental, and is not limited to those of us who are GLBT. Canada has indeed made many changes 
over the last fifty years to more openly incorporate acceptance of gays and lesbians (and sometimes 
bisexual and transgendered people) into Canadian society. However, we must all, including 
members of the GLBT community, question our own role in this progress. If our needs are being 
met, we must move down the list—whose aren't? Who, in my community, is being neglected, alien- 
ated and abused? There are still many of us, and that needs to be our focus if we are to find true 
equality and really learn to celebrate diversity. W 
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How many colors are your Valentine? Look to this February as a time to expand 
your palette to the full range of the rainbow. Venus, the harbinger of love, 
will advance into practical Capricorn on the Sth and surly Saturn will mellow as it 
redirects on the 22nd. Will you look at love by the size of its assets? Read 


On... 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

February will prove to be a professional boon to gay Rams with an eye towards 
the future. There will be love in the corner office in time for Valentine’s Day and 
a way to make yourself heard and understood for the genius you are after the 
22nd. While you wait for the 
impact you have on friends: are you too much of a good thing? 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Expand your vision this February as the push of Venus extends your reach and 
impact. There will be a great deal of power to be had by dipping into your inner 
well. But don’t drown in your own magnificence, queer Bull: retro Saturn will tie 


rewards to trickle in, be cognizant of the 


Let's hope so! 


your purse strings in knots and all the charisma in the world will not pay 
your bills. Wait until the 22nd before you take the next big step. Oops! 
GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Pink Twins are not known for their passion but this Valentine’s month will have you 
singeing quite a few sheets...although you may be too hot to handle until Saturn 


redirects on the 22nd and controls your flame more effectively. While you 
wait for your stew to simmer to a slow boil, put more emphasis on long range 
goals. You can go the distance if you can pace yourself. Ain't’ that the 
truth?! 


CANCER (UNE 22 - JULY 23) 
If you feel especially cuddly and want to cocoon this February, chalk it up to a 

charismatic which highlights _ partnerships. Strengthen 
develop a few new, while 


very Venus, current 


relationships or the Valentine's 
Don't be shy, pink Crab: open up your 


another 


interesting ones 
energy maximizes your charm and allure. 
shell become just 


LEO (JULY 24 -AUGUST 23) 
February will deliver a package of Valentine's promise at every party in town. The 


before you saucy claw in the gumbo. 


glamour and glitz can lead you to great adventures and zesty fun. But let me 
let you into a secret, proud Lion: the greater rewards can be found at work. 
your special someone 


after-hours; rather, spend more time at the water cooler to quench your thirst. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Queer Virgos may want to spruce up their nest this February. Venus will be 
trolling for love at every party in town and you'll want to be ready with all 
the finishing touches. 
professional goals on the back burner until after February 22nd, when Saturn 


Try not to dissipate your energies by searching for 


Put your mind to the task of love and place your 


will redirect. That will be the best time to show those in power what you can do. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

You may want to soar with the eagles but Saturn suggests that you wallow with 
the rest of us mortals in early February. instead on the antics 
of Venus, which will light a fire in your home life throughout the month. Spread 
Maybe you will even let your love 


Concentrate 


Valentine’s joy with a few intimate soirées. 


flow to some’ impossible _ relatives? Dream the dream. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 
Passionate gay Scorps can make their sexy intentions known in no uncertain 


impossible 


terms when Venus spices their words. But all talk and no action will lead you 
nowhere fast—wait until wise Saturn redirects on the 22nd before you take 
love to the next step. 


should be to finish February with a 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 
Love for sale? It seems so, as Venus will glide into mercenary Cap this February 
and place a price tag on every piece of merchandise. 


So what if your Valentine’s Day is a bit quieter than 


usual? You able two...! 


bang or 


But you needn’t worry 
about being overcharged: Mars and Pluto will make you quite a showpiece yourself 
the fabric”. After the 22nd, Saturn will 
select the pack to take home. 


and customers will clamour to “feel 


redirect one from 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 
Who is this superstar? 


and encourage you to 


Venus will shine a pink spotlight on you this February and 


increase your personal stock to preferred status. Proud Caps don’t have to 


worry about attracting valentines—they will find you. As you bask in their 


adoration and love, you may be tempted to sample from the entire tasting 


Avoid the temptation while Saturn 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 
What do you divine, you divine thing? 


menu. retrogrades and causes indigestion. 


Venus will amble into your cosmic cloud 
Be your proud self and 
Aqueerians will be on a mission to manifest their destiny and 
After that, 
spoiled yourself! 


this February and make you mysteriously alluring. 
love will find you. 
it will be more work than play until Saturn redirects on the 22nd. 
spoils. Just don’t get 
PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

You will be marshall of the Valentine’s pride parade this February as Venus 
Dive into the social swim, Guppie, and 
let the tide carry you to the action downstream. But be a bit discerning, as you'll 


snare more Valentines than you can easily fit in your net. By the 22nd, you will know exactly 
which rainbow trout to take home and eat. 


you can enjoy a bit of your 


provides you with personality plus. 


(c) 2003 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC.,All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. Cruise 
www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for eareecings, horoscopes and Pride jewelry. My book “HerScopes;A 
Guide To Astrology For Lesbians” from Simon & Schuster is available at bookstores and major booksites, 
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Have a heart and share it! 


By J.R. Anderson 


| could easily write about a romantic event for February and pay homage to St. 
Valentine, but I’m sure that most of Outlooks’ readers are too familiar with things to do 
on Valentine’s Day, whether they have a loved one to share it with or not. | could also 
write about Black History Month, but since I’m already familiar with black history (as are 
my Nubian brothers and sisters), I'll leave that writing to my white colleagues. Instead, 
I’m going to try something new; it involves love and it involves history, but in a larger 
sense of the community in which we live. Gays and lesbians have always been able to 
identify the issues and needs of others and get involved, so now | ask you, Dear Reader, 
to make February our not-quite-official “Have a Heart and Volunteer” month. 


During the AIDS crisis of the ‘80s, the GLBT community banded together to help out, 
and did so in a variety of ways. It seemed that standing on the sidelines and watching 
people suffer made us no better than those who attacked and laid blame in the face of 
the epidemic. Although times have changed, volunteering and being involved in the 
community is still fundamentally important to us. 


Casey House, an AIDS hospice celebrating its fifteenth anniversary this March, is one 
Toronto service in need of assistance. Volunteer positions include working with residents 
alongside nurses, helping deliver meals to the |20 out-patients of Casey House, or even 
just accompanying patients to medical appointments. Positions working as a receptionist 
or support care workers (talking and spending time with residents) are also available. An 
average of four hours a week is asked of volunteers, but first a thirty-hour time commit- 
ment is necessary for proper training. 


Another organization in need of volunteers is Pride Toronto. Time demands on volun- 
teers is flexible, and during Pride week can vary depending on the role or position one 
wants to hold. With Toronto’s Pride attracting almost one million people to the city, 
volunteers are an essential part of making the event happen. Positions are available in 
everything from the Media Relations committee to the group that walks alongside the 
Dyke March. During Pride Week, time needed can range from a single shift of two to 
three hours to several shifts of five to ten hours. 


“People love to volunteer because we host a fabulous event and it’s fun,” says Michelle 
Maxwell, Manager of Volunteer Development for the organization. “As well, it’s a great 
way to meet people.” What more incentive could you need? 


Toronto’s 519 Community Centre, which has been in operation since 1975, has a 
variety of programs and positions for volunteers, and the time commitments involved are 
totally flexible. 


“In some ways [our volunteering] is a continuation of the gay activist movement,” says 
Bill Ekins, Coordinator of Volunteers at the 519. “Volunteer programs not only help us 
to be involved with our community, but they give GLBT people a place to go and be 
themselves. They also give us a chance to learn skills that we wouldn’t necessarily have 
in our everyday jobs, and information from being hands-on in helping others”. 


One of the 519’s most noteworthy projects is the Meal-Trans Program, which began 
five years ago as a drop-in meal initiative for transsexuals. It soon spawned several other 
programs when the scope of the transsexual community’s needs were fully realized. 


“Everybody who volunteers for this program who is trans is coming here because this 
is one place they can come and make a huge difference in the lives of people,” says Kyle 
Scanlon, Trans Program Coordinator for the 519. Given the discrimination that trans- 
sexuals are often subjected to, volunteer programs like Meal-Trans are an essential 


SEP VIE WY AIM NT UUUSEITIE UCIT 
sense of self-worth. Many in that 
community are impoverished and 
utilize the programs to gain a | 
better sense of community, as | 
well as an ability to be open | 
about themselves. 


“The more volunteers that | 
come out, the more programs { 
made available,’ Scanlon stresses. 


The gay community has 
demonstrated quite clearly to 
the rest of the world the value 
of community involvement. ? 
However, we must never rest on our laurels: there is always room for improvement, to 
make our community better for those who live, work and play here, or those who come 
here to seek understanding and escape societal discrimination. We can’t forget that 
volunteers helped to create a sense of community in Toronto and made the gay “village” 
a reality. 
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Although it’s rarely covered in the media, many still need help. 


“We're ready to get our hands dirty,’ Bill Ekins acknowledges, “but | think there are 
times that we forget the lesbian and gay community is present in all other areas. There 
are gays and lesbians who are homeless; who are on the street.” If some of the more 
fortunate among us can reap the benefits of what this community has provided, then we 
can also find a way to give something back. So, this month, if you can find the spirit deep 
down in your heart, take action and volunteer your time—you, and many others, will be 
glad you did. W 


J.R. Anderson, as well as writing for Outlooks, is a native of Toronto who models for print 
and commercial television in his spare time. 

To get involved with The 519, which is an agency of The United Way, go to their website 
at www.the519.org. For the Meal-Trans Program you can call Kyle Scanlon at 41 6-392- 
6878 ext. 104. To contact Casey House, go to www.caseyhouse.com, call Kim Umbach 
at 416-962-7600 ext. 202, or email her at kumbach@caseyhouse.on.ca. Pride Toronto can 
be contacted through their website at www.pridetoronto.com, by email at vdevelop- 
ment@pridetoronto.com, or by calling Michelle Maxwell at 416-927-7433 ext. 23. 
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No Valentine s martyrs 


By Jason Fantastic 


| once heard that there are two types of people in this 
world: those who like Neil Diamond and those who don't. 
| don’t know if this is true or not, but for the purpose of 
this piece, there will also be two types of people: those with 
Valentines and those without. Valentine’s Day 2003 is just 
: around the corner and, whether you're celebrating with 
i. (  Mr/Ms Right or just your right hand, your special day can 

s be full of the right stuff either way! 


Gossipy history states that Valentine’s Day most likely 
%p, originated with St. Valentine, a Roman who was martyred 
for refusing to give up Christianity. (I hear ya, St. 
V—if anyone asked me to give up the Prada or 
Gucci Gods, they would have to kill me, too.) 
Anyway, he died on February 14,269 A.D., which 
was the same day that had been devoted to love 
lotteries and wham, bam, thank you ma’am—a special day for lovers was born. 


Who loves ya, baby? 
| do! 


If your lover has entrusted you with planning this year’s romantic interlude, show how 
much you care and go all out to make it as fabulous as you can! We would hate to see 
you end up like our good friend Valentine (i.e.: dead). Now, you could have an evening out 
on the town, but anyone with a Platinum Visa can do that. Why not put your signature 
touch on Valentine’s Day this year? Your partner might be so impressed that your 
Valentine’s lovin’ might go on for the whole week instead of just one night! 


OK, listen up, Cupid, because you’ve got a lot of work to do. The first thing to 
remember is to try and do as much as possible in advance, so plan the menu, buy the 
food, chill the champagne, set the VCR (What—Valentine’s falls on a Friday? This doesn’t 
mean you have to miss Law and Order!). | also suggest you take the afternoon of the 14th 
off work: the last thing we want is for you to come running home at 6 p.m. to start 
preparing... you just might be serving your date Mr. Noodles in a heart-shaped bowl! 


The morning of the big day, hand the apple of your eye a handmade invitation to that 
evening's festivities, alluding to what you have in store but not giving it away. This will 
create smiles of anticipation all day long! 


Now, you know your Valentine better than | do, so I'll leave the details up to 
you—although | do have a few suggestions. Despite being cliché, | never met anyone who 
didn’t like flowers or chocolates, so knock yourself out with these. Also, run out and buy 
yourself a hot new pair of undies, because, as we know, presentation is everything! 
(Please, do not pick up a red-metallic-g-string-butt-floss-bikini-with-hearts-on-it ‘cause | 
saw a pair the other day and | thought: Who the hell would wear these things?! Don’t tell 
me that person is you...) 


Also, something to keep in mind when planning the menu is to create light dishes. 
We don’t want you drifting off on the sofa after dinner! Garlic-free might be a way to 
go, as well. And prepare (or buy, if you’re no Martha) a really exotic dessert. Here’s a tip: 
why not remove an article of clothing with each course? That way, come desert, you'll be 
raring to go. Of course, this may not work if you are making a one-pot dinner. 


When your sweetheart comes through the door, have a bubble bath ready and plop 
him/her into it while you put the finishing touches on dinner. By the time the bath is over, 


your evening will have begun! 


Now, if you are a singleton, it does not mean you have to stay home throwing tear- 
filled soggy tissues at The Way We Were on the tube. Just because you don’t have a 
Valentine doesn’t mean you have to fall into a Sarah McLachlan-like cosmic funk. You 
control your Valentine’s Day, so take charge! Invite all your solo friends (or just a couple 
of close ones) over for a wonderful evening. Make red martinis and hors d’oeuvres or plan 
a decadent menu. Decorate the room, get all dressed up and make it a special occasion. 
Just keep in mind the difference between friends and lovers is five vodka martinis, so don’t 
chug-a-lug. By the end of the night, you will see smiles on the faces of all your guests—not 
to mention your own—for the way you saved everyone's Valentine’s Day! Now push 
them out the door, already, it’s time for a little “you time” (nudge nudge, wink wink). 


Whatever you do this Valentine’s Day, | hope it is filled with good times and lots of 
love! Happy Valentine's Day everyone! W 


After a year on www.pridevisiontv.com, Jason Fantastic has found a new home at 
www.slackalice.ca, with a new article published each Saturday. Comments can be sent to 
jasonisms@yahoo.ca. 
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Barristers & Solicitors 


Invites you to an 
Informational Forum on the 


Adult Interdependent 
Relationships Act 


This is important legislation for all members 
of the gay, lesbian, and transgendered community. 


Find out how this affects you! 


Free Admission - Coffee and Tea provided. 


Where: Days Inn & Conference Centre, 
1818 - 16Ave. NW, Calgary 
_ (formerly The Highlander) 
When: 7:00 pm Thursday February 27, 2003. 


: Contact: Gary Courtney, Sandra Sebree 
or Darryl Aarbo 
at (403) 571-5120 for more details. 
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Hammer time! 


By David Crosson 


It’s hard to believe that the star of such adult films as Mavericks 2, Perfect Stranger, Titan 
Express and Overnight Deliveries was once shy—even closeted! For Rick Hammersmith, 
the shame he bore about sex in general and sexuality in particular was almost debili- 
tating—that is, until one fateful night when he stepped into a shower stall and washed all 
that shame away. Now, far from shunning “forbidden fruit”, Hammersmith has become a 
gourmet of sorts, sampling it whenever the spirit moves him and sharing the experience 
with others as often as possible. Outlooks caught up with him as a work-related depar- 
ture loomed, to find out just what “turns his crank” 


Outlooks: Now, tell me, how did a grain-fed prairie boy wind up in porn movies? 


Hammersmith: Well, | was born and raised here so automatically I’m a prairie boy; | 
moved to the west coast of Canada about seventeen years ago. In the latter part of that 
seventeen-year period | lived in Vancouver before coming back to Calgary. | guess it was 
all just part of my coming-out process and the discovery of my sexuality. It was really 
about discovering that it was OK to be sexual—l always had exhibitionist tendencies, 
even as a closeted little homo who had convinced himself he was straight. | always 
dreamed of being a stripper, | always admired men who had bodies like that. It was all 
part of coming out. 


Outlooks: So that was the development of your persona on all fronts, was it? 


Hammersmith: | actually had a lesbian workout partner in Vancouver and on her 
birthday, we went to a bar called The Underground—it’s no longer around—and they 
were having a shower contest. She said,“ want you to go in this because we've been 
working out together for a while and | want to display what it is we’ve created together 
over the past few months.” And, really, that’s all | needed: someone to tell me that it was 
OK to do that, that was OK to play with your sexuality. And it was like a dam bursting! 
[Laughs] In the two-month period following, | came out and | fell in love for the first 
time—lI suddenly realized all the shame that had been bottled up in me was ridiculous 
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» and had held me back from all 
kinds of enjoyment. Along with 
that came the permission | gave 
myself to experiment with my 
sexuality—and that was exhibi- 
tionism. 


Outlooks: Now, how did 
indie ny tint yi nes aad 
embracing—your exhibitionist 
side lead to your work in porn? 


Hammersmith: After | 
entered and won the shower 
contest, the bar manager 
| approached me. | became a 
nude dancer at the bar and all 
of a sudden | found myself in an 
arena where people were 
saying it was perfectly fine [to 
be sexual] and that they wanted 
me to do this. The shows 
_ became more and more risqué 
and were a lot of fun; actually, 
the guy who owned the bar 
was dying of AIDS and he didn’t 
care if the bar got shut 
down—he was just trying to 
push things to the legal limit. It 
was nice, too, because there is 
so much social uptightness about sexuality and he was in a position where he could just 
say, “Screw that!” The nude dancing went well and then the creative director from a 
company in Vancouver called StarNet approached me and asked if | would be interested 
in doing a live Internet show. Again, | thought: Why not try that? | did those shows for a 
number of years. | was eventually approached by an agent from San Francisco who had 
seen my show on Chisel [.com] and he asked if | would like to do video work. | agreed 
to do it and he flew me out to L.A. and | did a couple of videos and had a fantastic time, 


so that’s kind of how that happened. continued opposite 
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Outlooks: So it’s safe to say that you liked your job, then? 


se ano Hammersmith: Oh, yeah—there were exceptions to that, of 
course. All of it is a an expression of my sexuality and it is a logical progression from 
what I’ve always wanted to do, but there have been times—for instance, when I’ve been 
paired with a “gay for pay” co-star—when it’s not enjoyable. | actually only had to have 
that experience once to know that | no longer wanted to take jobs like that. For me, 
that’s not what it’s about; it’s not about getting a fistful of cash—which, frankly, is not a 
great deal. At the end of the day, it’s about having fun with my sexuality. If I’m partnered 
with somebody who's not interested in the sexual aspect of it, it’s not fun for me, so I’m 
actually quite selective about who I'll work for and who I'll work with. For me this is a 
fun sexual experience, not a financial experience or anything else. 


Outlooks: How competitive is the gay industry? 


Hammersmith: It’s interesting, | don’t know if competitive is really the word. There 
are a lot of niches out there: some people really like the muscle guys; some people like 
the middle-aged, hairy daddies; some people like the younger, slimmer, more effeminate 
boyish types—| don’t know if it’s really more homogeneous in the straight porn 
industry. In terms of this industry, though, I’m guess there’s a formula that exists. | 
know for a number of months | was hearing a complaint that too many young twinks, 
for lack of a better word, were being used in videos. | don’t know if that followed the 
demands of the consumer; | can’t say. I’m actually not a consumer of porn myself—I’m 
not a voyeur, I’m an exhibitionist, so | really don’t know if [the formula] is following any 
demands. However, some criteria must exist based on what people want to see and 
what will result in the greatest amount of money. There is the odd studio that tries to 
break the mold and do some kind of art piece or whatever, although that always seems 
to fall on its face. 


Outlooks: By allowing yourself to take part in this industry had a negative impact on 
your romantic life? 


Hammersmith: Absolutely not! It’s a very common question, actually—people want 
to know how | could possibly have a boyfriend. This is something that | feel is right and 
OK to do—what is not OK is this socially constructed idea that sex is shameful. | have 
a very strong personal belief that it should not be shameful; after all, it's one of our most 
basic biological functions: eating, sleeping, breathing, fing... these are very, very funda- 
mental requirements for almost any organism on this planet. And we are so shrouded in 
shame because of our sexual desires and | think that’s wrong. If somebody doesn’t want 
to be my boyfriend or doesn’t want to be my friend because of this, then it’s actually a 
pretty good automatic filtration system. It’s a good indication that our values are not 
going to match up and so we probably shouldn’t be together. I’m not saying they’re 
wrong—they may even be right—but it’s important to match yourself with people of 
similar principles. These are mine. Pretty much on any first date | have | make sure that 
my potential suitor knows that | do this. 


Outlooks: You have a website (www.rickhammersmith.com); did you feel it was 
important to have an Internet presence for furthering the work you do in the industry 
or do you have it because you feel it’s important to maintain contact with your fans? 


Hammersmith: It’s probably more the latter. Again, it’s a form of exhibitionism: | like 
to do the photo shoots, put the material out there, get feedback on it. That was 
something | liked about the Internet show | was doing before, too: making a connection. 
There could be a closeted, married man in Middle America who had children and was 
living a lie or someone in a Middle Eastern country were homosexuality is illegal and 
punishable by God-knows-what, and yet they still had access [to this kind of sexual 
expression]. People who would be otherwise terrified were able to ask questions about 
HIV/AIDS or sexually transmitted diseases. Some people are in a position where they 
can’t even ask their doctor that, or discuss homophobia or coming out issues because 
the very act of just asking might imply that they're gay. | once lived in that kind of terror 
as a closeted gay man and it was awful. | don’t live in it anymore and it’s kind of nice to 
sort of be somebody's “gay friend”. | answer almost 100 percent of the e-mails that | get, 
which more often than not are from people with questions. And this is a very nice, secret 
way for people get information. | mean, | don’t claim to be a medical professional but | 
probably know a bit more than your average closeted gay man when it comes to sex, 
sexuality and safety. 


Outlooks: So what’s next on the professional horizon for you? | know you're off to 
the States shortly. 


Hammersmith: Well, | have two more videos that I’m doing for Raging Stallion and 
my co-stars are Damian Ford and Michael Brandon—who are both very attractive men 
so I’m really looking forward to this! We've all been e-mailing each other as well and 
getting prepared for the whole thing—tantalizing each other. So that’s in the immediate 
future. To tell you the truth, | don’t really do that much video: this is probably the first 
that I’ve done almost three years, but | kind of wanted to do it again. 


Outlooks: Like models, dancers, athletes, etc. you are working in a profession that has 
a shelf-life in terms of work being available—what do you plan to do after starring in 
videos is no longer feasible? 


Hammersmith: | do a whole number of things—| actually do have a career that | 
can talk about around the Christmas dinner table! [Laughs] Although nobody ever seems 
to be interested in that! [Laughs] Intellectually | know that it will come to pass and | 
suppose I’m doing what is necessary to prepare for that in my head. | mean, I’m an exhibi- 
tionist and at seventy-five years of age, no one is likely going to want to look at Rick 
Hammersmith’s pecs, which will probably sag like my grandmother's 
breasts! [Laughs] Nobody is going to want to look at that 
anymore [Laughs]. | do have a vast number of other interests, as 
well; even as we speak I’m shifting towards more conservative 
career choices. | think, though, that once it happens | will be able 
to at least say “I wish | could still do that” as opposed to “I wish | 
had done that”. I’m not sure which of the two is healthier, but | 
would hate to be seventy-five and regret that | had not done 
something. | mean, the only things you really regret in life 
are the things you didn’t do. 


Outlooks: So this is one of those things that 
you won't regret having done later in your life? 


Hammersmith: No, not at all. | don’t think 
I’m a stupid person and | don’t think | enter 
things blindly; | feel very strongly that the 
biggest social atrocity is this shame that 
surrounds sex and the huge amount of 
freedom that was bestowed upon me 
P when | broke through that was so impor- 
tant that | can’t possibly regret it. If, in the 
future, something happens and | can’t make a 
career move because someone discovered 
that | used to do pornography, it would probably 
be a case of a poor choice—kind of like what we 
were saying about dating earlier. You know, | 
probably shouldn’t be prime minister because 
prime ministers aren’t supposed to have been 
involved in porn, and that’s OK by me. W 


Alsat fie fej ts cs 
. % Es BO. 577 B31) 
fay Onned se Se Prated Resorns 


raat Vere Wiaes fatagGer 
Tr hs i fad-te fae WPT tk tate: Fie 5 a7 8 
WEST HOLLYWOOD, G& PALM SPRINGS, CA 
845 N. San Vicente Bird. 1491 S. Vie Soledad 
ssh ced 6915 760.325.2686 


espa TTA BOGE Moplel Sen Decks = fc Pecks 
~ ly Hot Tubs ¢ Steam Rooms ¢ Breakfast ¢ Day Guests Welcome 
' Po lee alba reg 


see es 


CLOTHING. OPTIGNALT! 


rr uv t u 20 KS etriarg a 2003 35 


reviews 
Ti 
a @ 
= 


By David Crosson 


ATAM BY NOAM GONICK 


Directed by Noam Gonick 
From Mongrel Media 

Running Time: 75 minutes 
Release Date: 2001 


MY CAREER ... 


BY 


G. HANSON 
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Instant Message 


LatinoBoi4Now: 24/5'8"/155 
smooth/vgl/bubble butt BTM 
here. Wanna hook up? 
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wHADDA YOU THINK? r was THIS 
%) CLOSE TO TH’ BIGGEST BREAK 0’ 
BEEO’ TH’ RUG 


Though not a household name at this 
point in time, Noam Gonick is a moniker that 
film buffs and art fags will want to keep an 
eye out for in the future. Those whose tastes 
run more to Merchant lyory collaborations 
and Disney fare may wish to stop reading 
now, as the work of this up-and-coming 
Canadian director is anything but genteel. 
Upon selecting Gonick’s Hey, Happy from the 
rack of new releases, | was surprised to learn 
that my selection came with a disclaimer— 
not on the video box itself but from the 
clerk. “This one’s weird; really weird,” she 
said. “Don’t watch it if you’re tired.” The fact 
that | was tired—exhausted, even, and 
obviously so—was not lost on this helpful 
soul. What she did not know was that fatigue 
is my natural state, so | threw caution (verbal 
and internalized) to the wind and watched it 
anyway. 

Hey, Happy is a fairy tale in every sense, 
complete with villains, a love story and a 
damsel (well, a cute boy) in distress. The 
action takes place in what seems to be the 
very magical land of Winnipeg as its inhabi- 
tants prepare for a flood of biblical propor- 
tions. While the Red River threatens to 
overflow its banks, used porn trader/Dj Sabu 
is set to conquer his dream of sleeping with 
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a grand total of 2000 men before the disaster 
strikes. The object of his affection is Happy, a 
fetching, simple-minded lad with a keen 
interest in extraterrestrial life. Lurking in the 
background is the villainette (villainess is too 
female a designation; villain too butch) 
Spanky O’Neil, a shreiking, a vicious 
hairdresser who's as talented at causing 
trouble as he is at teasing locks. Rounding 
out the key players are Sabu’s coke-addicted 
business partner, a trio of saucy transvestites 
and Spanky’s three hench-dykes. Sound like 
fun yet? Well, it is... 


As | mentioned earlier, Gonick’s work is 
not the sort of thing that will likely please the 
Cineplex set, a factor that to me makes it all 
the more worthwhile. The director has a 
great sense of broad comedic melodrama, 
the type of entertainment that took trash- 
meister John Waters from pervert to auteur. 
In fact, Hey, Happy is sometimes reminiscent 
of some of the maestro’s finest earlier work, 
and yet somehow manages to be all Gonick’s 
own. The film features many visual and 
thematic nods to what is considered “classic” 
Waters, but they are delivered with a wink 
and a knowing smile. Where this director’s 
hand is most clearly seen is in the creation of 
the film itself. Shot in an eyeball-searing day- 
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glo palette of screaming oranges, shocking 
pinks, cobalt blues, chartreuse greens and 
chromium yellows, Hey, Happy is a cinematic 
acid trip of surprising beauty. Much like Ken 
Russell’s Salome’s Last Dance or Sally Potter’s 
Orlando, Gonick composes his shots so skill- 
fully that almost every frame is worthy of 
being printed and hung on a gallery wall. 
Using the most rudimentary technology, he 
forces the viewer to see his world 
(Winnipeg, no less) as a kind of spectacular 
wilderness, a place where the wild things are, 
to great effect. His street-level sense of 
Surrealism (wittily presented in letterbox 
format) combined with the talents of an 
excellent cartoon-like cast, makes for fantas- 
tically subversive seventy-five minutes of 
cinema. 


Jeremie Yuen as Sabu is kind of “early 
Keanu sexy” (remember River’s Edge?), while 
Craig Aftanas does a fine turn as the adorably 
naive Happy. Johnny Simone, playing Sabu’s 
sleazoid business partner Ricky G.is wonder- 
fully grating. However, the real scene 
stealer—and perhaps star—of Hey, Happy is 
relative unknown Clayton Godson as the 
chief villainette. Like a demented Sean Hayes 
with a face full of piercings, Godson’s Spanky 
O’Neil is an outrageous treasure—it'’s as if 

Divine were still alive and had successfully 
accomplished an Al Roker-style weight 
reduction program. Growling, prancing, 
screaming and preening, Spanky is the 
kind of bad... um—thing that gives Alliance 
members and Canada Council account- 
ants nightmares on a regular basis. Tightly 
wrapped in PVC and sparkling with studs, 
Spanky is the human equivalent of 
vinegar-flavoured Taffy—the sort of 
“confection” that should be served, and 
consumed, in moderation. Thankfully for 
this viewer, director Gonick knew just 
how to dole it out. Delish! 


If February's looking to be a bit too 
grey for your tastes and you want to 
shake things up a little, rent yourself a 
copy of Hey, Happy and take a trip to 
exotic Winnipeg, Canada. | can’t 
guarantee that the journey won't give you 
motion sickness, but if you can hang on 
long enough it will all prove to be worth 
the time and effort. And, contrary to 
conventional wisdom, | highly recom- 
mend watching it if you are tired— 
nothing energizes one more than the 
sound—and “sight’”—of nails on a chalk- 
board. 


Best lines: 


Happy:The aliens are coming—l heard! 
Sabu: I think we should f*** sometime. 
Happy: OK. 
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help wanted 


We are seeking the right person to fill an 
important role in the growth of our company. 
You will join a winning team of furniture 
sales professionals and achieve your p nal 
goals. We will train you to be an effective, 
customer-driven sales professional. You will 
need excellent communication skills and a 
strong desire to learn. We offer high rewards 
and expect you to be a high performer. Apply 
in person with resume Wednesday - Friday, to 
6402 1A St. S.W. Calgary. 


apartments for rent 


For rent: Inner city upper and lower suites. 
2 Bedroom each: $950 up, $600 down + utili- 
ues. Lower has own enterance and good light. 


Washer and Dryer in each. Non-smoking, 


pets OK. Call (403) 277-3426 for details. 
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shared accommodation 


Roommate wanted to share 2 bedroom 
home in N.W. $400/month + $400 DD 
Utilities included. Call Glen (403) 819-3655. 
Available immediately. 


Available immediately. Gay male to share 
1/2 duplex with other gay male. Own 
bedroom, bath & living room. Shared kitchen 
& laundry. Close to SAIT & UofC. $400 DD. 
$350/Month plus half utilities. Call (403) 
710-2683. Leave message. 


Two gay males need roommate (M/F, 
GLBT or straight) to share three bedroom 
house in Inglewood. Must be professionally 
employed and have work and residential 
references. Prefer 25-35 years of age. N/S. 
$350/Month + 1/3 utility expenses. $350 DD 
required. Available April, 2003. Enquire 
forthwith. (403) 229-2369. 


Roommate wanted. Crescent 
$500/Month. (403) 230-3797. 


Heights, 


Roommate wanted to share large modern 
suite in Bridgeland. Fully Furnished. 
$400/Month plus damage deposit. Utilities 
included. Close to LRT. Call Denis (403) 
560-0628. 
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Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street | 
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_ Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 4 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


vacation rentals 


Last minute cancellation opens up 2 prime 
weeks at 3 bedroom condo in Puerto Vallarta. 
March 8 to 22/03 now available. Sleeps 
up to 7. Check out the website: 
http://members.shaw.ca/kilohm/index.htm| 
Old Town. 1400 sq. ft., ocean view, 6 blocks 
to beach. Great kitchen. $595.00 U.S. per 
week. Call Kevin (403) 995-4117. 


Puerto Vallarta, Fully equipped and beauti- 
fully furnished modern one BR condo (sleeps 
four) available starting May. USD 
$800/week. Units available in Lindo Mar 
Resort (www.lindomarresort.com) and Playa 
del Sol Condominiums -- right on the gay 
beach! Call (403) 246-2852 or e-mail: 
kim&david@sdbsmith.com. 
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Body Remedies Massage Clinic 
1011B-11 ave SW 
Help heal Body, Mind, & Spirit 


with a massage. 


A variety of techniques and treatments. 


M/F thereapists Reg.&Lic. staff 
10:30-7:30 Mon-Sat 
walk-ins (403) 802-3744 
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Man to Man Private Relaxational 
Massage by a College Guy with great healing 
hands. New in town, In calls Hotels OK. Call 
Joe for Appointment. (403) 508-2641 


Swedish Relaxation Massage 


In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils. Unforgettable massage. Call 
Mike (403) 229-6885-Pager or 
http://come.to/calgarymassage.com 


Professional Relaxation Massage 
Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 


10 years experience 
Swedish, Shiatsu, Tantric, Healing Hands 
Daniel (403) 510-7572 


http://zaplin.com/maletomale 


Massage, incalls $35/Hr. Outcalls $45.Hr. 


(403) 230-3797. 
friends 


Do you cry at night from loneliness? Have 
you been hurt and are now afraid? Youthful 
40’s male seeks same 25-45 for long term 
special friendship, possible relationship. I 
enjoy candlelight dinners, dancing, going for 
walks, attending movies and live theatre, 
cuddling under a warm blanket, munching on 
hot popcorn with my special guy, My idea of 
a hot date is a frosty night, warm fire and a 
fine bottle of wine. Please reply with photo 
and phone number. Reply #0201 


Calgary University Student seeks man for 
casual companionship, Possibly more. Older 
preferred. Clean, discreet, close to D/T. 
Please send note and photo. Be Yourself! 
Reply #1201 


Sexy, hung, young guy looking to meet an 
older generous Daddy type to serve! Can 
travel! Let’s play! BJ. Box 20114 Barrie, ON 
L4M 6E9 


45 year old top, dark blonde, 180 Ibs. I 
love to hug, I love to play, looking for bottom 
partner, non smoker/drinker. Box #0702 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In good 
shape. Looking for young man 18-25 who 
wants to be treated royally. Must be cute and 
fun. Reply #0502 


WHERE IS MY SLAVE BOY? 

Experience Roman-style slavery in the 
21st century! Experienced Master, strong 
B/D interest, located near Vancouver, has 
opening for youthful live-in slave under 35 
who will accompany Master on North 
American and Overseas travels. Also 
accepting part-time visitors exploring future 
possibilities. reply #1011 
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_ Dear Freddy 


‘Dear Freddy, 


: ! wrote to you last month about my boyfriend 
wanting to switch, and you said you needed me to be 
more specific before you could answer my question. To 
make things clearer, | can tell you that he is happy with his 
gender, his deodorant and he doesn’t even like peanut butter, 
What he’s not happy with is his sexual role—as a bottom! He 


| wants to try f***ing me and I’m not sure | want to “go there’. Am I being selfish and narrow- 
| minded or does this signal the end of the relationship we had? 


Reluctant 


Dear Reluctant, 


My, aren’t we dramatic?! (Actually, it’s just you, Reluctant; I’m quite calm right now.) 
The end of your relationship? Over a role reversal? My, aren't... please see sentence 
number one. | think you have this whole switcheroo thing blown way out of propor- 


| tion (speaking of “blown”, are there sharesies involved there or is that a one-sided 
| operation, too?). You see, Grasshopper, things in this world change from time to time 
| and we just have to learn to deal with that. |, for one, miss that see-through Pepsi they 
| introduced in 1991 and | was devastated when Sarah Jessica Parker cut her hair, | was 
| also really upset when they got rid of that blond guy, Whitney, on Smallville; however, it 


| didn’t mean that | stopped watching television... 


Really, Reluctant, | think the one you 
should be discussing this with is your boyfriend—after all, it’s an adjustment for him as 


| well. If you do decide to give it the “old college try”, | suggest you use plenty of water 
) based lubrication and try biting the pillow for the first little while. If the latter seems 
| like it’s going to be a problem, Jamie Oliver (you know him, the Naked Chef guy who was 
| kind of do-able and then puffed up like he ate some bad seafood) has a new selection 


of rubs and marinades specifically made for pillowcases, as a way to make the whole 
experience more enjoyable. | recommend the Mango/Ginger Sauce for Egyptian Cotton 


| and Chicken—tt's the yummiest! Best of luck, bottom boy, we're all rooting for you. 


| ever since. However, I’m 


Hugs, 
Fred 


Dear Freddy, 


On New Year's Eve | hooked up with this really hot guy and we've been seeing each other 
wondering what to do if wete still together when Valentine’s Day rolls 


| around—should | get him a gift or is that being too pushy after only a month-and-a-half of 


| when gay men say they're dating that usually does mean they're having sex... 
| it’s just called “talking” or “in negotiations”. 


dating? | should also tell you that we are having sex. 
S.L 
Calgary 


Dear S.L, 


You're a gay man who's dating and having sex?! Omigod—call Ripley's! Actually, S.L., 
otherwise 
So there’s your one-thing-learned-for-the- 
day-to-keep-the-Dalai-Lama-happy. Now, back to your point about a gift: do you get him 
something and appear over-eager or do you not get him something and wind up with 
egg all over your face (and nothing else, I'll wager) on Valentine's Day when he buys you 


la gift? That's a tough one, S.L., but not impossible. I’ve always found it helpful to keep 
| appropriate and exquisite little gifties stashed around the house in case of emergen- 


cies—be they sudden invitations (host gift), forgotten birthdays (air-kiss acquaintance 
trinket) or, in your case, a beau nouveau (overeager homosexual consolation prize). | 


| might also suggest that you talk to him about what he wants to do on the big day, 


| just want to cut to the chase and screw? 


something along the lines of “Should we make a fuss about Valentine's Day or do you 
| guarantee this question will let you know 
where you stand with him quite clearly at this stage in the game. Best of luck, precious; 
happy (early) Valentine’s Day. 


Freddy 


PS. You can’t go wrong by stashing stuff from Tiffany around the house for such 
occasions—many of their Sterling key-rings run $50-100 and are absolutely darling. 
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Featuring: Cory Jay, Buck Hammer, Mark Everett, Johnny Rider, Steve Hood 
Running Time: 90 Minutes 


Set in a sex club with a bent towards the bent, Mo’ Betta Butt starts with Buck Hammer 
giving newcomer Steve Hood a seminar in servitude—not to mention a “hard” time”. In his 
role as top predator in the food chain, Hammer is a natural and clearly enjoys his “work”, and 
the resulting chemistry with Hood is evident and enjoyable. After introducing him to the pleas- 
ures of leashes, slappers, bootlicking and Lycra hoods, “Bad Daddy’” Hammer takes his new 
charge for a tour of the sex club in which they're playing. 


The next scene features angel-faced/elastic-bottomed hottie Johnny Rider perched atop a 
huge dildo (and a Costco-sized can of Crisco) in one of the club's many corridors. Happening 
upon this pretty sight, PA’d top man Cory Jay stops to offer Rider at little—er, big something to 
keep his other end occupied. The prettyboy obliges quickly and without comment, proving that 
he is an expert at whichever task he takes on. 


Meanwhile, in another part of the club, Hammer makes himself handy by giving neophyte 
Hood a lesson in fisting. Starting out with a sizable butt plug and a dildo, Hammer then moves 
on to the big guns—or at least his sizable and well-greased man-mitts. It’s clear from Hood's 
reaction (and affinity for handballing) that he’s either a quick study or Hammer is an excellent 
teacher. Either way, the sparks are flying. After his successful stint as a hand puppet, he is allowed 
to rest—on top of horny and hairy Mark Everett, an exchange supervised and guided by Daddy 
Hammer. After a thorough rodgering with a big black dildo, Hood is allowed to lend at hand in 
pleasuring Everett himself. They are soon joined by Jay and Rider, who make their sling swing 


with a bit of Advanced Fistwork 101 (Jay buries his right arm up to the elbow, much to his 
partner's obvious delight). 


Later, Hammer demonstrates to Jay that man cannot get off by twink alone and helps him 
Out with an exploration of role reversal,as the two men do a little riding (no side-saddlers, they) 
of their own. Subsequent scenes feature a “wide” range of anal action, including Hood/Rider 
and Jay/Hammer combos, the latter playing a game of duelling dildos. 


Even if you're not a fan of hard-core ass play, Mo’ Betta Butt tackles the activity with a degree 
of panache, enthusiasm and genuine pleasure. You've gotta “hand it to these guys: they sure 
know their stuff...and then some! 


Review Sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 
LiG0 822 11 Ave SW, Calgary 
(403)266-5685 


RATING: ourT oF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
MUSIC: k* SET: k&*& 


BODIES: kk STORY: tok 
ACTION SCENES: kk 


Biazing Waters 


Dalmation Adventure One 
From: Pacific Sun Ent. 


Blazing Waters 


Without a doubt, Blazing Waters parts one and two needs to be 
rented at the same time, so that you can enjoy the double-bill back to 
back. The incredible scenery of Dalmatia, on the Adriatic Sea, is 
surpassed only by the bodies of these hot Latin and European models 
partaking in some incredible water sports. Just imagine a dozen 
athletic swimmers and divers enjoying the warm ocean, spectacular 
scenery and each other's perfect bodies and you have Blazing Waters. 


The scene is set when a group of young studs head out for some 
underwater diving and hot action on the beach. The rocky coastline 
affords some very private small beaches for only the best of swimmers 
to enjoy. Three swimmers, with their perfect bodies, soon show each 
other how athletic they really are thanks to a bit of discreet geography. 


When two young studs discover an underground cave, it s not 
only the stalagmites and stalactites that go up and down in this 
colourful subterranean world, and the beautiful rock formations in the 


well-hung explorers are concerned. 


Above sea level, the action is just as hot for waterskiers, 
windsurfers and Sea-doo riders alike. The brilliant sunshine and warm 
water provide the perfect climate for every water sport and, for these 
aquatic gods, sex on the beach is a natural end to a perfect day. As the 
sun sets, the crew of a yacht is heading back to shore, where they take 
a break from the hard work of sailing all day. They simultaneously drop 
anchor—and their clothes—in a quiet bay,and the threesome involved 
manages to perform incredible feats without the rigging getting in the 
way. They handle the sails—and each other—ike true pros, and the 
obvious expertise with which they handle every task shows that they 
all have had a great deal of practice at their craft. Three hours of 
beautiful Dalmatian adventures are just waiting for you to experience 
in parts one and two of Blazing Waters. With its great camera work 
and beautiful scenery, this film is guaranteed to warm your heart on a 


Dalmation 


dventure Two 


From: Pacific Sun Ent. 


cave make for a perfect setting where the rock-hard bodies of our two cold winter day and make you wish summer were on the way sooner. 


Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, 
(780) 482-7480 
Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


Available on DVD and VHS 
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Featuring: Roberto Giorgio, Fred Goldsmith, 
Leslie Manzel, janos Volt,Tom jank, Diego 


banch Olive 


Sherrer: Roberto Giorgio, Ken Spencer, Renato 
Bellagio, Janos Volt, Soto Donovan, Diego Sanchez, Fred 
Goldsmith, Leslie Manzel, Tom Jank, Oliver Madsen 


gdsen, Sato Donovan 


Céming Soon 


Support Outlooks 
and you support gay 
joe in Canada 


J.M. (Jean Michel) Ledet 


www. hyattsaturn.saturncanada.com 


Crowfoot Crossing Tel: 403.374.3374 
Calgary Alberta Fax: 403.253.9646 
hyattssi@cadvision.com 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY FINANCIAL 
LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT & OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING BUSINESSES 
IN THE HEALTH & FITNESS INDUSTRY 


AVENUE SW 


FAK 403 264 4169 
CELL 403 $12 9281 


EMAIL ak@akrpc.ca www.akrpc.ca 
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THE EMPORIUM OF GAY EROTICA 
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1311 Ste-Catherine St. East, Montreal (Qc) Canada H2L 2H4 


REX TAKE ONE 


Muscular Men 
VHS #908300 
$719.95 


HARD SOS 


“Dildos 
VHS #901300 
$19.95 


_ STEEL PULSE 


Young Men 
VHS #903900 
$19.96 


GANGBANG RICH BOY 


Gang Bang 
VHS #920200 
$19.95 


TAXES 


QC, N-B, N-S, NF & ON: 15% 
OTHER PROVING! 


SHIPPING & HANDLING 


CANADA (express) 
$ 5.00 
$ 6.50 
$10.00 
$12.00 


One video 

2 or 3 videos 
4 to 5 videos 
6 to 7 videos 
Bvideos & more $15.00 


FOR CANADA ONLY, ADD $5.00 FOR PRIORITY POST 


RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW 


Cowboys 
VHS #910300 
$19.95 


Young Men 
VHS #908100 
$19.95 


ONES 


VHS #9071800 
$19.95 


HE" a GOTTA HAVE IT 


Young Men 
VHS #920000 
$19.95 


WILD STREAK 


Big Cocks» 
VHS #910200 
$19.95 


SCORE10. __ 


Locker Room prt 
VHS #907400 
$19.95 


SB use SOON 


“Muscular Men 
VHS #911700 
$19.95 


SPRING BREAK ‘94 
ieee 7 


Young Men 
VHS #919900 
$19.95 


TICKET TO RIDE 


Young Men 
VHS #905900 
$19.95 


FEELS SO GOOD 


~ Big Uncut Cocks _ 
VHS #921300 
$19.95 


“SEX QUEST 


$19.95 


until February 28th, 2003 


Prices & promos subject of change without notice 


BIGGEST ONE LEVER SAW! 
<i = Sire 


Unifrorm 
VHs #905600 
$19.95 


NEW IN TOWN, 


; “Young Men 
VHS #921100 
$19.95 


FRESHMAN FEVER! 


“Young Men 
VHS #919400 
$19.95 


__SEX SHOOTERS 


VHS #905100 
$19.95 @Q OF 


_MUSCLE FORCE 


~ Mu 
VHS #91 1000 
$19.95 @¢ 


REAR ENDED 


~ Muscular Men 
VHS #919100 
$19.95 ¢ 


New! 


Check Out our 
New Website! 


Mi em ber AY ip Cal our friendly Castoner 
‘Service toll-free at 
I n f or m atic on 1-877-882-2005 24 hours/day, 1 900 451 2053 tinont or 


Here's how to get a Cruiseline membership: 7 days a week, 1-900-830-0005 (Vancouver) Of ‘isi any Western Union out 
call our helpful 24-hour Castomer Service at 1-877-882-2005 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay- operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, 


RAVING... 


VANCOUVER 
604-257-5555 
250-360-1331 


Calgar 
fo7t. 2100 


